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\To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 

Messrs. Epirors, 

ii). ead with pleasure and pro- 
fita of Bishop Ravenscroft’s Ser- 
mon before the Bible Society of North- 
Carolina, in your ninth volume, p. 129 

"143, and a review of the attacks on 
Bishop Ravenscroft, and of the Bible 
Ociety controversy at the south, in the 
ame volume, p. 371—379, I have 
waited with much impatience for some 

“Rtice of Bishop Ravenscroft’s last pub- 
litation on this subject, which has now 
been some months before the public. 
Believing the practice of noticing such 

jblications in a regular periodical to 
of use, and to contribute much to 
the dissemination of a knowledge of 
their contents, and somewhat to the 
circulation of the works themselves, I 
am induced to offer you the following 
brief sketch for your Journal, since 
others better qualified for the task have 
chosen to be silent. Bishop Ravens- 
croft’s title, “The Doctrines of the 
Church vindicated from the Misrepre- 
tions of Dr. John Rice; and the 
Integrity of Revealed Religion defend- 
ed against the ‘ No Comment Principle’ 
of promiscuous Bible Societies,” is a 
fair statement of the subjects of his 
work, (for so a book of 166 pages de- 
serves to be styled,) and in some mea- 
sure a specimen of his plainness and 

» boldness of manner. The first impres- 
sion produced by Bishop Ravepscroft’s 

. introduction sone is characteristi- 

veally short and pithy) is that of delight 
honest open-heartedness of his 

and the manly firmness of his 
As we proceed in the work 


ims, and at the end the 
feader is left with the conviction, that 
vever man e from the sincerity of 


and in the fulness of persua- 

Bishop Ravenscroft has done so. 

‘Thus much I premise concerning the 

Manner in which the book is written, 
Vou. XI. 


because it is so’ glaringly re 

that no account of the work ¢ 
faithful in which this circt 
should be omitted, The 

the pamphlet—a controversy 
rated with a share of 


A reader of the pamphlet, indeed, 
find no single Base of merely local: 
ference, or on which he can 

finger ye say, “ This concerns 
me, or the subject in general 3”. 
well has Bishop Ravenscroft contrived 
to blend instruction with self-defence, 
ee subjects ‘< general i 

with personal disputes ;—but in 
hasty sketch I a necessit F | 
all that part of the work (p. 1) 
which is expressly devoted to the no- 
tice and refutation of Dr. Rice’s per- 
versions of Bishop Ravenscroft’s lan- 
guage and meaning. The remainder 
comprizes' three great divisions: Ist. 
An answer to Dr. Rice’s objections to 
Bishop Ravenscroft’s Farewell and 
Convention Sermons; this part takes 
up the doctrine of the origin, nature, 
and constitution of the church: 2d. An 
answer to Dr. Rice’s objections to Bi- 
shop Ravenscroft’s sermon before the 
Bible Society, and that on the study 
and interpretation of Scripture; this 


embraces the subjects of private judg- 


ment on matters of faith, the 
sive sufficiency of the 
their own interpretation, and the use 
of ecclesiastical tradition; 3d. A no- 
tice of Dr, Rice’s attempt to- fastep 
upon the Episcopal Church the impe- 
tation of foreign influence, and a de- 
sign to obtain exclusive power. 
Ist. On the origin, nature, 
stitution of the church, Dr. Rice, a 
ing fully with Bishop Ravenseroit as 
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to the divine origin, unity, and 

tuity of the church, the divine institu- 
tion of its ministry, and the necessity 
of a lawful call to that ministry, objects 
to the bishop’s views, 1st. of the use or 
purpose of the church as a visible body 
or society; 2d. of the nature and kind 
of the unity which is its inseparable 
‘characteristic; and, 3d. of the divine 
right of the ministry, and the manner 
in which it is communicated. 

Of the use or purpose of the church, 

Bishop Ravenscroft’s doctrine, as stated 
by himself, is as follows :— 


“In my Convention Sermon, p. 5, I lay 
down this position, that the church, us a 
divine institution, ‘ is not an abstract idea 
to be entertained in the mind; but an ac- 
tual, visible body or society for practical 
use, deriving its constitution, laws, and 
authority directly from God. As such, it 
is sliced beyond the reach of any human 
appointment, addition, or alteration; and 
thie so strictly, that all the wisdom, piety, 
and authority in the world, congregated 
together, is just as incompetent to origin- 
ate a church, as to call another universe 
into existence’ In the next Page I pro- 
ceed to show, that the purpose of this di- 
vine appointment was—to give a cove- 
nanted character to the religious condi- 
tidn of man—to confer upon men, by out- 
ward and visible marks, a new relation 
to God, henceforth confined and limited 
within this institution ;—that this, and 
this only, marks its separation from the 
world—as the church, the peculium, the 
elect of God ; and that, because of this, 
its distinctive character, it was made the 
visible and only depositary of his revealed 
will and precious promises. Hence J draw 
the conclusion, as well of the New as of 
the Old Testament church, p. 8 and 9— 
* That it was competent to no man, not 
even to Lot orto Melchisedeck, to obtain 
its privileges without its seal. Whatever 
of mercy might be in stere for them, and 
the rest of mankind, observing the law 
written in the heart, it was not the pledged 
and promised mercy made over to the 
charch. Whatever the truth or reason- 
ableness of any religious duty might be, 
however well founded the hope of God’s 
favour, from conformity to the dictates of 
natural conscience; it was not the truth 
confirmed by express revelation—it was 
not the hope which springs from the pro- 
mise of God certified by outward, visible, 
and appointed ordinances, as helps to 
fajth, means of grace, and assurances of a 
relationship to God, in which none other 
stood—transacted through an authorized 
and accredited agent.”—P. 22, 23. 


Dr, Rice, when it suited his purpose 











No.1, J Ja 
as a defender of the sacrament of bap. the 
tism, had maintained the same doe- pe 
trine almost in so many words, as ig se: 
shown by Bishop Ravenscroft, by quo a 


tations from Rice on Baptism, pp. 14, 
15, 16,17,18. Forgetting these his 
maintained and recorded opinions, the” 
doctor, in his review of Bishop Ra 
venscroft, thought it best to avoid any 
contest as to the relative claims of 
Presbyterial and Episcopal ordination 
to be considered as the divinely insti- 
tuted succession by which the unity of 
the church is maintained and its pur- 
poses are effected, by striking at the 
root of the matter in a denial that the 
church is the sole depositary of the 
promises of God, the only authorized 
agent between God and man. The 
bishop had asserted the unchangeable 
nature of the church. Dr. Rice, fore- 
seeing the bearing of this position 
against his Jatitudinarian scheme, de- 
nies it, because, forsooth, some of the 
rites and ceremonies of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church happen not to suit 
his taste. As if the rites used by a 
particular branch of the church catho- 
lic, because, under her circumstances, 
she judges them the most conducive to : 
edification, had any necessary con- | 
nexion with the essential, and, conse- 
quently, unchangeable, characteristics 
of the church ! 

Bishop Ravenscroft had declared the 
church “ the authorized source of agen- 
cy between heaven and earth.” Dr. 
Rice, in order to excite the alarm of 
his readers at this position, chooses to 
connect it with the acknowledged au- 
thority of the church to ordain rites 
and ceremonies, and thence to draw 
the conclusion, that whoever may ob- 
ject to any rite that the church thinks 
proper to impose, must, according to 
the bishop, be cut off from the cove- 
nanted mercies of God. Bishop Ra- 
venscroft, after exposing this trick of 
argument, defends his original position 
in the following masterly paragraph: 

* What is the Gospel, but a message 
of grace to rebels apd enemies to Almighty 
God, off-ring them pardon and reconcilia- © 
tion on certain prescribed conditions? ~ 
What is the church, but the heaven-ap- ~ 
pointed visible and accessible depositary 
and dispenser of this grace, through her 
commissioned officers? Now, where must 
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these rebels, one and all, come, to fulfil 
on their part the prescribed conditions— 
to make their submission and receive the 
seal of reconciliation and adoption into 
anew and covenanted relation to God? 
There can. be but one answer, and that is, 
to the visible church, through her au- 
thorized ministry. And what are the offi- 
~cers of the church called in Scripture? 


) #Ministers—stewards of mysteries—am. 


‘passadors.’ Are not these then agents for 
“a specified purpose, and their work an 
ney? Stand they not in the gap, as it 
were, between heaven and hell, on this 
sineruined, death-stricken world, sent of 
God to win souls to Christ, and pluck 
sinners from everlasting burnings? Stand 
they not commissioned to feed the flock 
of Christ—to prepare, and give to each, 
his portion from the spiritual treasury 
of the divine word, and to administer the 
sacraments of salvation? Ilave they no 
stores of admonition, reproof, and censure 
—no provision of encouragement, com- 
fort, and consolation to deal out, accord- 
ing to the several conditions of their 
charge, amid the sundry and manifold 
changes and chances of this mortal life? 
And in all this, are they not the agents of 
a higher power—even of him, who hath 
promised to be with them, in this ardu- 
ous work, to the end of the world?”— 
P. 27, 28. 

In objection to the following pas- 
sage of the bishop—*“ To be entitled 
to mercy on the only safe ground, his 
revealed word, we must be found with- 
in the rule which includes it as a-cove- 
nant stipulation. Of any other state or 
condition different from this, we can 
say nothing, because we know nothing. 
There may be mercy, but it is not re- 
vealed, it is no where promised.” Fare- 
well Sermon, p. 6—Dr. Rice asserts 
that it “ makes too wide a sweep” for 
him, and produces as an instance of 

ons out of the church, but not ex- 
cluded from the covenant, the inhabit- 
ants of Pitcairn-Island. The bishop 
exposes the futility of the objection by 
putting the question, “ Are they rely- 
ing with a promise? are they unpre- 
sumingly relying on covenanted mer- 
cies?” producing the passages where 
baptism is joined with faith as a condi- 
tion of salvation, and observing that 
theirs is an extreme case, and, as an 
exception, tends to confirm the general 
rule, which must still apply with undi- 
minished force to all living within 
reach of the terms of connexion with 
ihe church. 


Srom the Misrepresentations of Dr. Rice. 3 


With respect to the unity of the 
church, Dr. Rice contents himself with 
misrepresenting Bishop Ravenscroft’s 
opinions, and expressing a contemptu- 
ous denial of their accuracy. The fol- 
lowing are the bishop’s opinions :— 


* On this doctrine of the church, then, 
we are instructed from Scripture—First, 
that it is but one, ‘there is one body.’ 
Accordingly we never find it spoken of in 
these same Scriptures indefinitely, as « 
church, but definitely, as the church. This 
oneness, however, is not to be understood 
of any particular location, for in this re- 
spect it hath no limit, but the gracious 
purpose of its divine Founder ‘ to gather 
together in one, the children of God scat- 
tered abroad.’ Hence it is compared to a 
vine, which, with but one root, hath many 

anches.” 

“* Secondly, we learn from the same 
source, that the unity of this one body 
consists in the belief and profession of 
the one faith or system of doctrine re- 
vealed by the one Spirit of God, and once 
committed to the saints, or associated 
members of the church of Christ, by the 
preaching of the apostles; in the service, 
or obedience to the laws of the one Lord, 
or Head of the body; in the participation 
of the same sacraments, as means and 
pledges of divine grace, and of that bro- 
therly love and Christian fellowship in 
which we are joined together in the wor- 
ship of the one God and Father of the 
spirits of all flesh, and in the one hope of 
our calling.” 

“ Thirdiy, we are instructed from the 
same word of God, that in this one body 
or church of Christ, there is but one 
source of authority for ministering the 
word and sacraments; and that this au- 
thority is of divine appointment; ¢ all 
power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth; go ye, therefore, and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and 
lo I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. 

“Fourthly, we are taught by the more 
sure word of prophecy, that unto the 
church thus divinely constituted and 
* built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets’ the solemn promise is made, 
that the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it; the Holy Spirit given, to abide 
with it for ever, to enlighten, convince, 
comfort, and sanctify the children of God, 
and that only as we are members of this 
one body, fruitful branches 6f this one 
vine, are the promises of God in Christ to 
-us, yea, and to us, amen.”—P. 33, 34 


The bishop’s notice of Dr. Rice's 
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right? —Bishop Ravenscroft proves 
clearly, that a strict parity is directly 


opinion on this subject may serve as a 
fair specimen of his home-thrusting in- 
terrogatories::— 





contrary to the evidence of Scripture, urg' 
“ To bring this vital subject, however, pp. 37, 8. The question then is, Isa rece 
into some definite shape—and you to your ministry of two orders that constituted god 
answer; I ask, on what possible principle ag the channel ef conveyance of divine ano 
is the divine unity of the church of Christ right in the church, or one of three? con 
reconcileable with the existing state of : . : x 
the Christian world? Are all the varie. he bishop proves, from Scripture, | mal 
ties of religious profession throughout that in the church, as constituted by)” Da 
Christendom true branches of the true the divinely-inspired apostles, there has 
church, the one spouse and body of Christ were three orders of men invested with wh 
poe av ape of eS se the ministerial office; 1. Apostles; 2. of 
anit ieonds. od teen a your A te Presbyters, styled indifferently Elders, sw 
mination, whatever it may be, that we may OF Bishops; 3. Deacons. But to which of 
know the extent of that fraternity which of the three orders was the ordaining luc 
modern Presbyterians manifest for Con- power committed? is the next and last ( 
Og ey Sear ieee eg question to be determined. That the cle 
it can be communicated, ion separation apostles had it, all allow ; that deacons ask 
and exclusion are transformed into union Possessed it, is asserted by none : the crt 
and fellowship? In what does the unity question is, therefore, “ Was it com- ap 
of the visible church consist, according mitted to the order styled indifferently Ti 
er of it? Row in 2 tpn poe in Scripture, Elders, Presbyters, and wi 
‘aith and order, or of faith singly, or order . ‘ = 
singly? If the unity of the chureh is not Pishops; or to another order, distin- a 
to be referred ultimately to the authority guished by possessing this as well as th 


of Christ, originally lodged with his apos- 
tles, as the root—to what is it to be re- 
ferred? Is there another principle or root 
of unity, as a divine character or mark of 


the other ordinary apostolical powers ?” 
From the epistles to Timothy, Bishop 
Ravenscroft proves that authority was fr 





. . w 
the church of Christ, which is equally ve- ttn to him over the members and de 
rifiable and conclusive in all ages, and by ™inisters of the church of Ephesus in x 
all capacities of men? If there be, let us doctrine ; that the apostolic charge was tt 
have it, plain and direct.”—P. 35. committed to him ; that to him was in- tl 

But the preceding has been but skir- trusted the choice and government of v 


mishing ; the main battle between the 
bishop and his Presbyterian reviewer 
relates to the divine right of the mi- 
nistry of the church. Forty pages of 
the bishop’s work are devoted to a close 
and luminous examination of the doc- 
tor’s views upon this subject, and of 
the objections which he has taken to 
the bishop’s sentiments on this head in 
his former publications. It is amusing 
to observe the endeavours of Bishop 
Ravenscroft to bring his antagonist to 
a direct issue on the question. Dr. 
Rice takes the ground, that the evi- 
dence of divine right may be conveyed 
through more than a single channel ; 
at least, that it is a matter of indiffer- 
ence which of two channels be the true 
one. From this he is instantly beaten 
by an exposition of the absurdity of 
supposing a divided unity, and an evi- 
dence not cognizable. Having thus re- 
duced the question to the simple one, 
Which of two systems of ministerial 
erder, parity or imparity, is of divine 


elders and deacons; that he possessed 
judicial authority over e/ders as well as 
others; and that to him singly was 
committed the power of ordaining both 
elders and deacons. The same is shown 
to have been the case with Titus.— 
Pp. 87—41. 

After thus settling the real point in 
question between Dr. Rice and him- 
self, Bishop Ravenscroft proceeds to 
notice the objections brought by Dr. 
Rice to his views, as previously ex- 
pressed in his published sermons ; first, 
however, noticing the Presbyterian hy- 
potheses, that deacons were not clothed 
with ministerial powers; and that Ti- 
mothy and Titus were of an especial 
order—that of evangelists—and so 
clothed with the special powers of or- 
dination and government;—both of 
which he fully and forcibly disproves 
on Scripture grounds.— Pp. 41, ss. 

Dr. Rice’s first objection lies in the 
question, “ Does Episcopal, in contra- 
distinction to Presbyterial ordination, 
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enter into the essence of the church of 
Christ ?”—to give force to which, he 
urges the case of a lukewarm Christian 
receiving the eucharist from “ an un- 
godly, fox hunting parish priest,” and 
another of fervent piety taking the 
communion at the hands of “ such a 
man as Philip Doddridge or Samuel 
Davies,” and asks whether the former 
has “a warrant to hope for salvation,” 
while the other “ has no scriptural hope 
of mercy?” Bishop Ravenscroft an- 
swers in the words of the 26th article 
of our church, and adds the following 
lucid argument :— 


“ But to show the fallacy of this con- 
clusion, and strip the case of its power to 
mislead the ignorant and unreflecting; I 
ask you, to what is the recipient of a sa- 
crament to refer for assurance, that the 
application of water in the name of the 
Trinity, or the reception of bread and 
wine as memorials of Christ’s death—are 
sacraments, are means of grace, are valid 
and effectual transactions with God in 
the infinite interests of salvation? What 
is the Presbyterian ground of assurance 
that the sacraments are sacraments? Step 
from under your veil, and let us know on 
what ground your people rely for confi- 
dence, that in the ministrations of reli- 
gion, the sanction of the Almighty is with 
the actings and doings of those who call 
themselves his servants and ministers? 
We shall then be able to form a just opi- 
nion of the effect intended to be produced 
by this insidiously constructed case. But 
to sift it thoroughly, and counteract its 
injurious tendency; [ ask you, what con- 
stituted the difference between your pi- 
ous communicant and either Doddridge or 
Davies? Whence had either of these a 
right to administer to him, which he had 
not to administer to them? Was it their 
piety or their learning, or the choice of 
their respective congregations, which 
made the difference ? Was it a compound 
of all these, with the ordination they had 
received? Was it their ordination itself? 
Was it any confidence or persuasion of 
mind in the recipient, that they were 
really lawful ministers of Christ, acting 
by divine authority? What was it, in 
your opinion, which gave to the bread 
and wine, administered as memorials of 
Christ’s death, by Doddridge and Davies, 
a sacramental character? If you say, as 
you must do, to keep clear of a greater 
difficulty, that the divine right conferred 
by their ordination, constituted the differ- 
ence between them and the equally pious 
recipient, I agree with you, provided it 
was an authorized and scriptural ordina- 
tion—otherwise, their ministerial acts 
were worse than mere nullities. Thus 


Svom the Misrépresentations of Dr. Rice. 5 


your overwhelming case brings tis t6 
where we must for ever resort to ascers 
tain the validity of ministerial acts, vig. 
the authority by which they are performs 
ed. Nor is there in the compass of pos- 
sibility any other way to determine be- 
tween a sacrament and the profatiation of 
a holy mystery ordained by Chéist hime 
self, and instituted in his church as.4@ 
means of grace, a seal and pledge of co- 
venanted mercics.”—P. 45, 


The bishop proceeds to answer a 
string of queries, in which it is the dot 
tor’s object to bring his readers to the 
conclusion, that there are no hamati 
means of establishing the succession— 
that the Episcopal succession (and ine 
deed any succession) was destroyed by 
the secession of Protestants from the’ 
Church of Rome under a sentence of 
excommunication—that the Episcopal 
succession is derived through the con- 
taminatéd channel of the bishops of 
Rome—that the evidence of succession 
is a matter of indifference to the pious 
layman—and that there is no warrant 
for requiring it in Scripture. Each of 
these erroneous, not to say insidious, 
insinuations, the bishop solidly dis- 
proves with a force of argument fot 
to be resisted, and sufficient to carry 
conviction to any but one blinded by 
Prejudice and malice. 

r. Rice’s third objection, consist- 
ing in the assertion that “ the foutiders 
of the Church of England did not hold 
the sentiments” advanced by Bishop 
Ravenscroft, and that “ he is sure that 
they are not in the Bible as he reads 
it;” is answered by Bishop Ravens- 
croft, by producing the words of the 
reformers in the preface to their Ordi- 
nal, and calling on the doctor to prove 
them guilty of the gross inconsistency 
which must be chargeable upon them 
if his assertion were correct. With te- 
spect to the non-existence of the bi- 
shop’s sentiments in the Scriptures, hie 
quotes the able reasoning of Law, in 
his second letter to the bishop of Ban- 
gor, in oppositiun to the doctor’s as 
sertion. 

After answering some repetitions of 
objections already noticed, and an at- 
tempt of Dr. Rice’s to represent the 
bishop as asserting a necessary resem- 
blance of the Christian ministry to the 
Jewish priesthood, Bishop Ravenscroft 








6 Review—Vindication of the Doctrines of the Church, &c. 


goes on to answer the doctor’s objec- 
tion to a claim of uninterrupted succes- 
sion from the apostles,—that the apos- 
tles, as extraordinary officers, endowed 
with peculiar gifts, could have had no 


successors. is he does by quoting 
at some length, from a previously pub- 


lished sermon of his own, a passage, 
in which admitting, in all its extent, 
the doctor’s proposition as to the ces- 
Sation of the extraordinary powers, 
(perhaps to a greater extent than was 

» or strictly consistent with 
historical truth, since we know that 
some, at least, of the extraordinary 
powers of the apostles did continue in 
their successors for more than a cen- 
tury,) he deprives it of its force as an 
ebjection, by a natural and obvious dis- 
tinction between their extraordinary 
powers, adapted to the peculiar exigen- 
ces of the infant church, and their or- 
dinary ministerial powers, necessary 
to the existence and government of the 
church throughout all ages. 

Dr. Rice having next attempted to 
show that the order of presbyters were 
appointed by the apostles their succes- 
sors in the government of the church, 
relying on the interchangeable use of 
the words presbyter, or elder, and bi- 
shop, to support the assertion, Bishop 
Ravenscroft exposes the miserable fal- 
lacy of this quibble upon names, quot- 
ing a strong passage to that effect from 
the writings of that able reasoner, Les- 
lie, and deducing a forcible argument 
against it from the total absence of any 
mention of the duties appertaining to 
the episcopal office in St. Paul’s last 
charge to the elders or bishops of 
Ephesus .(Acts xx.) the very passage 
upon which the doctor grounded his 

ment, 

tr. Rice declares, “ The indisput- 
able fact is, that at the death of the 
apostles, there was no Episcopacy in 
the whole Christian church, but a pa- 
rochial Episcopacy. There was no 
superiority of one clergyman over an- 
other. But each bishop in his parish 
had the oversight of the flock commit- 
ted to his care.” The bishop, in an- 
swer, adduces, 1st. The example of Ti- 
mothy, having charge of the church of 
Ephesus, in which there were certainly 
several inferior pastors or “ bishops,” 


[ No 1. 


as the doctor chooses to call them; 
2d. Titus, having jurisdiction over all 
Crete, with the churches established or 
to be established in its hundred cities; 
3d. The seven angels of the seven 
churches in Asia, of which a) it is cer- 
tain from Scripture, that the church 
of Ephesus was governed by a dioce- 
san bishop, and b) from the testimony 


of all ecclesiastical antiquity, assented! 


to by the most learned moderns, (e. g. 
Mosheim, Comm. Vidal’s tr. p. 227, s. 
quoted by Bishop Ravenscroft,) that 
the other six were also under diocesan 
bishops; and, 4th. James, bishop of 
the church of Jerusalem, in which, 
from the multiplicity of converts, it is 
impossible but that many presbyters 
must have been employed: forming, 
in the whole, “ ten instances, from the 
New Testament, of distinct and dis- 
tant provincial churches, consisting of 
many separate congregations, all epis- 
copally constituted and governed” dur- 
ing the lifetime of the apostles. 

The last of Dr. Rice’s objections no- 
ticed by Bishop Ravenscroft, is that 
contained in the questions, “ Where 
was the bishop of Rome when St. Paul 
wrote his epistle to that church? Where 
was the bishop of Corinth, of Galatia, 
of Ephesus, of Colosse, of Thessalo- 
nica?” The bishop replies, by ac- 
knowledging that at the time when the 
Epistle to the Romans was written, 
that church was without a bishop; 
which temporary deprivation, how- 
ever, makes nothing against his cause; 
and by saying, that for the other 
churches, “ St. Paul himself was their 
bishop at the times when he wrote to 
them : they were all his own converts, 
churches of his own planting, and were 
retained under his own superintend- 
ence. This is abundantly evident, not 
only from the tenor of the epistles, but 
from the circumstance of an episile be- 
ing addressed to them as churches. St. 
Paul knew too well what belonged to 
clerical propriety, to have addressed 
an epistle to any church collectively, 
that was under the care of its own bi- 
shop. Had his apostolic duty required 
such an interference, there can be no 
doubt that, as an inspired man, he 
would have acted upon the principle 
adopted by his Divine Master towards 
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the seven charches of Asia, and ad- 
dressed his admonition to the angel or 
bishop of the particular church. From 
the difference of the style also, so easily 
observable in these epistles, from that 
of the Epistle to the Romans, it is evi- 
dent, that in them he writes as one 
having a special and personal autho- 
rity over them, while in the other he 
uses such a style as belonged rather to 
his general apostolical relation to the 
church universal, than to his episcopal 
rule over particular churches. Yet, in 
due time, these very churches all had 
their particular bishops, and were con- 
stituted “and governed upon the one 
universal principle of all true churches 
of the Lord Jesus Christ—unity in de- 
rivation, in faith, and in order.”—Pp. 
73, 74. 

The bishop concludes this part of 
his defence with some excellent re- 
marks on the nature and comparative 
heinousness of the sins of heresy and 
schism, and with this summary of his 
doctrine respecting the ministerial suc- 
cession :— 

“ On the doctrine of divine right in the 
ministry, | hold and teach, that it can be 
derived only from the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by succession in the church, 
through the line of bishops, as distinct 
from presbyters—that it is essential to 
the validity of the sacraments, and from 
its very nature incapable of any gradua- 
tion. It is either divine right, or no right 
at all; I therefore know nothing of any 
barometrical measurement into high and 
low church; higher than its source I at- 
tempt not to carry it—lower than its ori- 
gin I will not degrade it, and only by its 
proper proofs will I acknowledge it.”— 
Pp. 75, 76. 

The length to which I have necessa- 
rily digressed in attempting to give a 
view of the contents of this important 
part of the bishop’s pamphlet, will ~ 
vent me from completing my sketch of 
the whole on the present occasion. On 
the nature, constitution, and ministry 
of the church, works more complete 
and erudite than this have certainly 
been published, but none more accu- 
rately presenting the state of the ques- 
tion, or more completely exposing the 
weakness of the arguments, and subter- 
fuges for argument, resorted to by those 
who maintain the cause. of Presbyteri- 
anism against Episcopacy, and by those 
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who, sensible of the untenable nature 
of the former, prefer throwing away all 
claims to a divine right of ministerial 
succession, to acknowledging the in- 
sufficiency of their own i 
Should my account of the contents of 
Bishop Ravenscroft’s “ Vindication of 
the Doctrines of the Church” induce 
one reader, whose mind may entertain 
a doubt upon these subjects, to exa+ 
mine for himself the work in which 
they are so ably treated, it will satisfy 
the wishes and expectations of i 
R. U. 


_—o 
For the Christian Journal. 


Dedication of the second Unitarian 
Church. 


On Thursday, the 7th instant, the 
day appointed by the civil authority 
as a public thanksgiving, the second 
congregational Unitarian church in this 
city was dedicated to the service of 
God. The celebrated Dr. Channing, 
of Boston, officiated upon the occa- 
sion, and delivered, we understand, an 
eloquent discourse to a crowded audi- 
ence. He numbered among his hear- 
ers many of the influential and respect- 
able members of other churches, pro- 
fessing a firm and unwavering belief in 
the Trinitarian doctrines, induced, we 
presume, by curiosity and the 
er’s eloquence, to range themselves for 
the day under the banner of Unitarian- 
ism. 

Contrary to the usual practice (we 
speak from hearsay) pursued in these 
assemblies, particularly on public oc- 
casions, of avoiding, to a considerable 
degree, doctrinal points, and dwelli 
only on moral truths, unlikely to ¢ 
with any of the prejudices of their 
hearers, the sermon at this time was 
strictly devoted to the exposure of the 
erroneous tenets, the contradictory rea- 
soning, and .the absurd conclusions of 
those who so degrade their noblest 
gift, as to bow with humble faith to the 
solemn mysteries which that very fa- 
culty assures them the “ mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken.”—Let it not be 
supposed for a moment, that we would 
reprehend the learned and conscienti- 
ous individual who thus vindicated doc- 
trines which in his inmost soul he be- 
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lieved to be the declarations of the 
word of God, or that he availed him- 
self of a gathered multitude to impress 
upon ethers the same convictions. No; 
too honourable is the principle which 
dictates an honest and unblenching de- 
fence of supposed truth, for it to merit 
the censure even of those who may 
deem that same opinion but “ a vain 
babbling and an opposition of science 
falsely so called.” But what are we to 
gay to those J'rinitarians who could 
turn their backs on their own shrines 
of public devotion, on a day when it 
should have been their joy (as it was 
their privilege) to have poured forth 
the humble yet fervent breathings of a 
grateful soul to the creating, redeem- 
ing, and sanctifying God, for the num- 
berless, though, alas! unmerited bless- 
ings of Providence and grace? What 
did their own hearts say, when the 
bended knee at evening, or the medi- 
tative stillness of the pillow, led them 
to review the actions of the past day ? 
when they found that they had lent 
the sanction of their presence to a ser- 
viee which robbed the Saviour of his 
divinity ; reprobated the very graunds 
upon which all their hopes of earthly 
peace and heavenly felicity were found- 
ed; and held up to censure that vene- 
vated liturgy to which many of them, 
as Episcopalians, looked, next to the 
Seriptures of God, as the bulwark of 
their faith, the practical application of 
those inspired records to their wants 
and infirmities, and the hallowed me- 
morial of the associations of their child- 
hood, the piety of their fathers, the ho- 
noured zeal and rational devotion of 
the English reformer ? 

But we are told, as an apology, that 
it was improbable, nay, impossible, 
that any serious alteration could be ef- 
fected in their religious principles by 
one attendance at a place of worship, 
how discordant soever the precepts 
there inculcated might be. How can 
they tell this ?. How can they tell what 
effeet might be produced by sentiments 
plausibly urged, and enforced by all 
the charms of elegance of style and 
power of delivery? How can they tell 
that they might not mistake the im- 
pulse of a gratified taste and excited 
imagination for the conviction of for 
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cible argument, and be induced by such 
feelings once and again to expose them, 
selves to the operation of these decep, 
tive emotions? How could they he 
assured, that if they heard not enough 
seriously to shake their faith, some uns 
warranted assertion, which they had 
not the knowledge to contradict, some 
specious argument of which they could 
not see the fallacy, might change the 
sincere and confiding nature of their 
faith and love towards the eternal Son, 
who left the bosom of the Father to 
die in their behalf—might embitter op 
diminish the devoted gratitude of their 
souls to the Father whe could provide, 
the Son who could pay, and the Holy 
Spirit who could apply the only pos- 
sible atonement for sins, which to hu- 
man eye, and human guilty consciousy 
ness, locked up their victims for ever 
in the prisonholds of despair? How 
could they, after thus running need- 
lessly into dangerous circumstances, 
pray with sincerity to God in that ten- 
derest relation bestowed by the very 
mystery of the Godhead they were 
practically disowning, “ Our Father, 
lead us not into temptation 2” If none 
of these evils have been the conse- 
quence, most humbly and devoutly 
should they thank that Holy Spirit 
who “stood by them and saved them,” 
when they were wanting to themselves 


wanting in their example to others; — 


wanting in their allegiance to Heaven. 
But again—It is urged that as, by 
general confession, much that is bold 
and imposing has been advanced for 
the Unitarian hypothesis, it is but p. 
per that a candid inquirer should te 
acquainted with both sides of the ques- 
tion; and that no means is so proper 
for this, as a recurrence to the fountain- 
head of its defence and promulgation, 
Although we have heard this reasoning 
advanced, we ever deemed it a mere 
blind to conceal other and worse mo- 
tives from the world, perhaps from 
themselves. ‘The ground upon which 
it rests is true; we are required to pos- 
sess and to be able to give a reason for 
the hope that is in us; but the conclu- 
sion is most erroneous and dangerous. 
What would be its palpable conse- 
quence, but to render an individual, 
during the whale course of his life, des- 
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titute of any settled principles of be- 
lief or of action, tossed about by every 
wind of docirine, and running to and 
fro with a restless, perplexed—might 
we not say, an unholy spirit. If there 
be any professing Trinitarians who 
have serious doubts in their minds up- 
on the subject, this is not the mode to 
resolve them, this is not the manner of 
arriving at the “ truth as it is in Jesus.” 
From the very nature of the public 
exercises of the pulpit, months, nay, 
years might elapse before the diffi- 
culties that harass the mind form the 
topic of discussion, and then in a brief 
and hurried manner, as addressed to 
those who are already convinced of the 
truth of the tenets, and only designed 
to renew their impressions and confirm 
their faith. No; let those who doubt go 
to their respective pastors and ministers 
who are over them in the Lord, for the 
resolution of the difficulty; let them 
with meditation and reflection imparti- 
ally read the standard discussions upon 
the subject; and above all, let them with 
childlike docility and a prayerful spirit 
dwell upon the heavenly pages given 
for their instruction. By these means 
they will either arrive at the truth, or 
should they by human frailty err from 
it, the sincere endeavour, however im- 
perfect, will be accepted by that Being 
who reads the inmost thoughts. 

There will be many (if many should 
deign to peruse it) who will raise against 
all this the cry of intolerance and bi- 
gotry—who will feelingly talk of that 
bleesed consummation, so devoutly to 
bé “ished for, when brethren will dwell 
together in unity ; and aver, that if the 
heart be right in the sight of God, it 
will matter not in “ the day of the re- 
velation of hidden things,” what may 
have been the form of worship or doc- 
trinal profession. This is the liberal 
cry of this most liberal age, and is the 
reaction of those days of darkness and 
terror, in which the fires of martyrdom 
blazed, and even they 

** who lived unknown, 
Were dragged by persecution into fame, 

And chased up to heaven.” 

But let us beware; there is a deeper 
design in this note of humility than its 
first sounding. would indicate; there 
may be another motive than a sincere 

Vou. XI. 
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desire for knowledge and peace, which 
may lead us to echo its syren voice. 
“ The boasted peaceableness about 
questions of faith, too often proceeds 
from a superficial temper, and not sel- 
dom from a supercilious disdain of 
whatever has no marketable use and 
value, and from indifference to reli- 
gion itself. 'Toleration is an herb of 
spontaneous growth in the soil of in- 
difference, but the weed has none of 
the virtue of the medicinal plant reared 
by humility in the garden of zeal.”* 
None lament more the paralyzing ef- 
fect of dissension upon vital religion 
than ourselves—none quail more at 
the rushing of the pinions of discord— 
none with more heartfelt sincerity ad- 
vocate the cause of true and rational 
charity ; but at the same time we feel 
convinced, that while sterner peril may 
assail the church on her pilgrimage 
through mortal vicissitude, she has to 
dread the blandishments of a misnamed 
liberality, finding by its speciousness 
an advocate in many a bosom. No; 
while differences do exist among Chris- 
tians—and discrepancies ever must ex- 
ist while the church is militant on earth 
—the best course to avoid dissension, 
as it is the most consistent, is to rally 
close around our respective standards, 
and let the only strife be, which shall 
bear them most nobly in the holy cru- 
sade against the powers of darkness, 
to which the cross devotes us: we may 
press, and ought to press earnestly to- 
wards the same glorious object, not in 
a promiscuous and disorderly mass, but 
like an army in its discipline and might, 
moving indeed under different banners 
and badges, but looking all to one 
Head, the great “ Captain of our pro- 
fession,” and one cause, the salvation 
of the immortal souls of ourselves and 
our brethren. 

The differences among Christians 
are irreconcileable in our present state, 
and in none is this more marked—we 
lack not charity when we assert it— 
than between the Unitarian and the 
believer in the existence of Three Per- 
sons in the Unity of the Godhead. 
* As there is an infinite difference be- 
tween the Supreme Being and all the 





* Coleridge, A'd to ReCectirn. 
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works of his hand, so it is plain there 
is an infinite difference of opinion be- 
tween those who believe that Jesus 
Christ is God, and those who regard 
him as a mere. reat «re ;—it is a differ- 
ence which admits of no compromise— 
a difference pregnant with vast conse- 
quences—a difference which Christian 
love may lead us to deplore, but never 
to disregard or forget.”* 

To return to our point. What has 
been done, cannot be undone ; but may 
we not cherish the hope, that if this 
imperfect sketch should meet the eye 
of any one who feels inclined, for the 
gratification of a prurient curiosity, to 
wander from the service of the Saviour 
into temples where his divinity is de- 
nied, all the hopes and doctrines dear- 
est to the heart of the humble Chris- 
tian denounced as visionary and pro- 
fane—where reason is elevated far 
above her legitimate sphere --where 
cold morality usurps the province of a 
living faith ;—will he not pause, and 
reflect upon his violation of duty—the 
injury which may result to himselt— 
the pernicious tendency of his example 
—and the unworthy slight he is cast- 
ing upon that blessed Redeemer, who 
is too often “ wounded in the house of 
his friends ?” 








For the Christian Journal. 


Auxiliary New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society. 

Tue anniversary of this society was 
celebrated in St. Paul’s chapel, on Wed- 
nesday, the 8th of November, 1326, 
when the annual report was read and 
the board of managers elected. The 
whole report is highly important, and 
will be read with great interest. The 
details in the letter of the Rev. Cave 
Jones afford a gratifying view to the 
friends of the institution, and indeed to 
every Episcopalian ; as they exhibit, if 
indeed such proofs were wanting, the 
peculiar fitness and adaptation of our 
excellent liturgy to the wants of the 
seamen. With other copious extracts 
from the report, we copy entire the 
letter of Mr. Jones. 


* The bourd of managers of the “ Auxi- 
liary New-York Bible and Common Prayer 
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Auxiliary New-York Bible and Prayer Book Society. 
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Book Society” have the gratification of 
meeting their constituents, and of pre. 
senting the eleventh annual report of their 
proceedings at this time, pursuant to a 
resolution of the society, changing the 
time of holding the anniversary meeti 
from the festival of the Conversion of 
Paul, to the second Wednesday in No. 
vember in each year. 

* By a resolution of the board of mana. 
gers, previously passed, the tume for the 
delivery of the annual address was trans. 
ferred from about the first of February to 
the latter purt of November. The pecunie 
ary interests of the society had ao fre 
quently suffired from the inclemency of” 
the weather at the former period, as to” 
render this arrangement a matter of ime 
perative obligation. Pursuant to the lat 
ter resolution, the Rev. William Creigh- 
ton, rector of St. Mark’s church, deliver. 
ed an able and appropriate address in St, 
Pauls chapel, on Sunday evening, the 
27th of November last; on which occasion 
two hundred and fiftecn dollars were cole 
lected for the benefit of the society. 

* On the first day of February last, our 
tenth annual report was presented to the 
society, and its disposition referred, in 
the usual manner, to the board of mana. 
gers Atan early meeting of the board 
it was deemed inexpedient to publish it 
in a psmphiet form, in as much «s the re 
solution of the society altering the time 
of bolding the anniversary meeting would 
render it necessary, in the comparatively 
short space of nine months, to exhibit our 
eleventh report. lt was therefore deemed 
both prudent and proper to omit its publi- 
cation, and to incorporate its most mate. 
rial facts in the eleventh report, and thus 
present a distinct view of the society’s 
operations for the last twenty-one months, 

* There have been received into the trea- 
sury, to the credit of the disposble fund, 
one thousand one hundred and ninety-five 
dollars and twenty-eight cents, exclusive 
of one thousand eight hundred and five 
dollars and seventy cents, employed in 
the publication and sale, at prime cost, 
of six thousand and nineteen copies of 
the Prayer Book. One thousand and sixty- 
six dollars and thirty-five cents have been 
expended in the purchase of Bibles, and 
the publication of Prayer Books, for gra- 
tuitous distribution, the correction of our 
plates, and the ordinary contingent charges 
of the society; leaving in the hands of the 
treasurer on the first instant, one hundred 
and twenty-eight dollars and ninety-three 
cents. The society 1s indebted to its pub- 
lishers three hundred and forty-nine dol- 
lars and eighty cents ; which will not only 
absorb the above balance, but leave a de- 
ficit of two hundred and tweaty dollars 
and eighty-seven cents, for which provi- 
sion must be made. 

* The permanent fund has been aug: 


















































































































































Qavoanaweweuwadat *ao 


ver rts ™ 


roo 


Bas 


<Re na? 


a? Fake 


eee? Tae, 2 Sf ee 


January, 1827.] Auxiliary New-York Bible and Prayer Book Society. 11 


mentéd by the life subscriptions of Mr. 
John R. Wheaton and Mr. Robert Gill, 
and the accumulation of its own interest, 
from seven hundred and seventy-seven 
dollars and sixty-s: ven cents, to nine hun- 
dred and twenty-eight dollars and sixty- 
six cents, which is safely invested. It will 
be perceived that this fund is gradually 
increasing, while the disposable fund is 
graduaily diminishing. We experience 
but the common fate of all institutions de- 
nding principally for support upon vo- 
ete contributions; there is great need, 
therefore, (and we trust the remark will 
be beneficially remembered,) for constant 
exertion to supply the annual loss occa- 
sioned by death and removal from the 
7 ’ 

* The board of managers have received 
from the Rev. Cave Jones, chaplain in the 
United States navy on this station, an in- 
teresting and satisfactory communication 
on the subject of the distribution of the 
books which have been from time to time 
committed to his care and disposal. Mr. 
Jones has performed the office of almoner 
with so much judgment and effect, and 
has afforded us so much gratification by 
the perusal of the account of his mode of 
operation, that we have determined to 
make it constitute a part of this report. 


“* Brooklyn, Nov. 1st, 1826. 
** Sir, 

‘€ As, in the capacity of chairman of the 
distributing committee of the Auxiliary 
New-York Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society, you have been so good as to fur- 
nish me, from time to time, with supplies 
of Prayer Books, for the use of the sea- 
men of the United States navy, I think it 
proper to give you some account of the 
manner in which these have been distri- 
buted, and of the several objects to which 
your benefactions have been applied. 

* As I have kept no particular account, 
it will be out of my power to specify ei- 
ther the number of copies received, or the 
particular individuals or bodies on which 
they have been conferred. For the for- 
mer, reference to your books will probsbly 
ascertain the amount; and, with respect 
to the latter, I can only say, that every in- 
dividual copy has ceen applied to the pur- 
poses designed, and in such way as would 
seem to promise most effectually to sub- 
serve the benevolent views of the society. 

“ The principal object to which appro- 
priations have been made, and which has 
disposed of the greater part of the copies 
furnished, has been the promoting of the 
establishment and conducting of public 
worship among the officers and seamen 
more immediately under my charge. For 
a considerable time after my entering up- 
on this field of labour, as no other provi- 
sion was made for the purpose, I was in- 
duced to have divine service conducted 


on board of one of the ships of war. Dur- 
ing that period, a supply out of the num- 
ber forwarded was furnished to the ship 
which was appropriated to the purpose. 
These were placed in charge of the com- 
manding officer, for that specific purpose, 
and were regularly brought out on Sunday 
morning at the appointed hour of worship, 
and again returned to safe keeping after 
the religious exercises of the day were 
closed. Since that period, and during the 
course of the last year, an apartment in 
one of the public buildings has been fitted 
up #8 a temporary chapel, (which will 
lead, ere long, we trust, to the erection 
of a separate appropriate building), where 
divine service is now regularly performed, 
according to. the full order establish d by 
the church. Upon the opening of this for 
public worship, the books which had been 
previously appropriated to the purpose, 
were transferred from the commodore’s 
ship, where service had been performed, 
with the exception of such as might, it 
was thought, be beneficially left for the 
use of the officers and crew, and others 
were added from an after supply, so as 
to furnish a sufficient number for the or- 
derly conducting of the service of the 
sanctuary. 

“In reference to the effect resulting 
from this distribution, without entering 
upon any minute detail, I will only say, 
that it cannot fail to afford gratification 
to every friend of that neglected class of 
our species, who have hitherto been, as it 
were, outcasts from the house of God; 
and at the same time to every one who 
wishes to see the sublime service of the 
church extend the boundaries of jts in- 
fluence, were he present to witness the 
orderly and upparently devout manner in 
which many of the seamen join in the ser- 
vice, and the strict regularity with which 
every part of it is performed. I will only 
add, that this remark has frequently been 
made by occasional visitors. And officers 
of the navy, high in rank too, who have 
never before been present at such a scene, 
have impulsively expressed the deep im- 
pression which has been made on their 
minds, of the beneficial results which 
must arise from the regular performance 
of these duties. 

“ As one immediate consequence, I will 
take the opportunity to mention, that a 
commencement has been made of intro- 
ducing the regular performance of public 
worship, according to the forms of the 
church, on board of several of the ships of 
war; and even on board of those which 
are not, according to the regulations of 
the navy, entitled to a chaplain. The first 
arrangement of this kind was in the ship 
of war Ontario, on board of which, previ. 
ously to her sailing for the Mediterranean, 
I officiated several times, to a very atten. 
tive audience; and the commander of 
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which, Captain Nicholson, gave me as- 
surance, that it was his determined reso- 
lution to have divine service performed, 
and a sermon read, every Sunday during 
the cruise. What is also highly encov- 
raging, I will take the opportunity to 
mention, that on those occasions the first 
lieutenant, who had been, as he informed 
me, brought up in a different religious 
society, yet joined with ardour in the ser- 
vice of the church; and expressed his 
firm conviction, that her form of worship 
was the best adapted to interest the minds 
of seamen. The same sentiment has also 
been expressed to me by others, still 
higher in command, and who have like- 
wise been accustomed from their early 
years to the extemporaneous mode. 

«* The same plan has since been pursued 
on board of the United States corvette 
Cyane, of a still higher grade, but not en- 
titled to the services of an authorized mi- 
nister of religion. The commander there- 
of, Captain Elliott, engaged as his secre- 
tary, with a view to that service, a gentle- 
man of serious deportment, and acquaint- 
ed with the service of the church, and 
sent him to me for instructions as to the 
parts of the service which it would be 
proper for him to perform. He was also 
furnished with a supply of Prayer Books; 
and a proper selection of sermons was 
made by me at his request. 

“To the United States ship Boston, 
which has lately sailed to the coast of 
Brazil, a supply of Prayer Books, both 
for officers and men, was also furnished, 
though I know not whether any hope can 
be entertained of their being used for the 
purpose of public worship, as I had no 
conference with the captain on the sub- 
ject. We must, therefore, commit them 
to the guidance of the “ faithful and true 
Witness,” in the trust, that they may pri- 
vately be led to work “ the good pleasure 
of his will.’ In connexion with this part 
of the subject, I have the pleasure to re- 
mark to you, that in return for the octavo 
Prayer Books presented to the officers by 
your committee, | received from the first 
lieutenant of the last mentioned ship a 
very polite note, expressing his own thanks 
for the. donation, accompanied with that 
of his brother officers. ‘ 

** Since the above, a supply of Prayer 
Books, put into my hands by your com- 
mittee, has been furnished both to the 
officers and seamen of the United States 
ship of war Lexington, which has just 
sailed fur the coast of Labrador. I have 
good ground fur confidence, that regular 
worship will be introduced, if a suitable 
person can be found to conduct it. f took 

in early opportunity of conversing on the 
subject with the commander, Captain Shu- 
brick, and found him entirely disposed to 
promote it, if he should find his secretary, 
yhom he had previously engaged, a suit- 





able person for the purpose, or if any 
other arrangement could be made. 

“ On all these occasions, the Prayer 
Books, both of the octavo and octo-decimo 
size, were presented in the name of your 
society. And I have the pleasure of pre. 
senting to you herewith, a letter of ac. 
knowledgment from the gallant command. 
er, which cannot fail, I think, of affordi 
high satisfaction to every friend of the 
church, and especially to every friend of 
the religious improvement of seamen. -In 
this document some topics are contained, 
which do not immediately relate to your 
society, but they are so incorporated as 
not readily to admit of being presented 
in an extract: and at the same time they 
contain such gratifying sentiments, as ren. 
der it not desirable that they should be 
withheld. I therefore commit to you the 
entire document, accompanied with a pri- 
vate letter by which it is identified, to be 
used as you shall see proper; with a re. 
quest that you will be so good as to re. 
turn it to me after perusal. 

** Beside the number of copies appro- 
priated as above, a supply has also been 
furnished to the United States Naval Hos- 
pital, so as to have one copy at least in 
each ward. And I have had the satisfac. 
tion, on visiting that establishment from 
time to time, to perceive that the books 
are in constant use, and to learn that they 
are applied to the purposes fot which they 
are designed, in leading the devotions of 
some at least of the inmates. 

“A supply has also been furnished to 
the several wards of the Marine Barracks, 
In addition to all which, single books 
have been, from time to time, conferred 
on different individuals, who either have 
expressed a desire to be put in possession 
of that manual of devotion, or whose or- 
derly deportment has recommended them 
to that particular mark of attention. 

*[ have only further to add, that I am 
at present entirely unsupplied, and that 1 
will, with pleasure, act in the capacity of 
almoner of your society, in distributing, 
with the strictest attention to the objects 
of the institution, such copies of the Book 
of Common Prayer as they shall think pro- 
per to commit to my charge. 

** Since the above, two additional ships 
of war have taken their departure from 
this station. These are the United States 
frigate Brandywine, and the sloop of war 
Vincennes, each of the highest rate in its 
class, which lately sailed for the Pacific, 
on a cruise of three years. To these a 
supply of Prayer Books was furnished, in 
the following proportions, comprising all 
that were then on hand. To each cabin 
was presented one of the larger size, two 
of the same to each ward-room, and one 
to each steerage ; the whole embracing all 
the different grades of officers. To the 


crew of the frigate, one and a half dozen 
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of the octo-decimo size was furnished, and 
one dozen of the same to that of the ship. 
These were all presented in the name of 
the Auxiliary New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society ; and I beg leave, 
once for all, to state, that this is my uni- 
form method. 

“ It was expected that a chaplain would 
go out in the frigate, one having been ap- 
pointed for that purpose, though not of 
the Episcopal persuasion; but he was 
taken sick before the sailing of the ships, 
and consequently remained behind. Had 
this been ascertained beforehand, it would 
have been desirable that a larger number 
of the smaller Prayer Book should have 
been supplied. 

“With one of the ward-room officers, 
whom I found to be a religious man, I had 
conversation previously to their sailing, 
on the subject of having the service of 
the church performed, in case the chap- 
lain should not accompany them. He as- 
sured me that every thing should be done 
on his part to promote that object; for 
although brought up ina different profes- 
sion, he candidly acknowledged, that the 
Episcopal form of worship is the best 
adapted to the use of seamen. And I have 
since learned from an intimate acquaint- 
ance of that gentleman, that he expressed 
to him the determination to have that sub- 
ject brought before the commanding offi- 
cer in such form as to ensure success. 

“From an officer lately returned from 
the Mediterranean squadron, I have had 
the pleasure to learn, that what I had 
fondly anticipated has been actually car- 
ried into effect. That gentleman was at- 
tached to the sloop of war Ontario, and 
was on board at the time of my officiating, 
previously to her sailing. He informs me 
that my recommendation has been strictly 
complied with ; for that from the time of 
her departure, and especially while in port, 
divine service, according to the Episcopal 
form, has been regularly performed by 
the surgeon, and a sermon read by the 
captain, every Sunday morning. On these 
occasions a signal was hoisted, to inti- 
mate the occasion to the other parts of 
the squadron, if any from them should see 
proper to attend; and all intercourse with 
the ship, and all departure from her, was 
prohibited during the hours of prayer. 
The same was observed on board of the 

ship of war Erie. And on board of the 
frigate Constitution, under the command 
of the lamented Macdonough, there was 
a chaplain episcopally ordained, who held 
service and preached every Sunday. 

“ From these favourable commence- 
ments, I cannot but indulge the hope, that 
the time is fast approaching, when not 
only * they who go down to the sea in 
ships, and occupy their business in great 
waters, shall see the glory of the Lord, 
and his wonders in the deep;’ but when 





“the abundance of the sea shall] be con- 
verted’ unto him. Respectfully, Sir, 
** Your obedient servant, 
°C, JONES, 
** U.S. Naval Chaplain, N. York Station. 
* Floyd Smith, Esq.” 


* Concurring entirely with the reverend 
chaplain in the views expressed of the pe- 
culiar and superior fitness of the Book of 
Common Prayer for the public devotions 
of seamen, the board have determined to 
make him the almoner of the society’s 
bounty to this class of individuals, to as 
great an extent as its resources and the 
claims of destitute brethren in various 
parts of the country will permit. 

‘ The board have incurred one item of 

expense of considerable magnitude; the 
reasons for which they feel it due both to 
themselves and their constituents to ex. 
plain at length. It will be recollected that 
in our ninth annual report we announced 
our determination to have the plates of 
both our Prayer Book and Bible carefully 
compared with the standard copies of 
those works adopted by the General Con- 
vention of our church. Pursuant to such 
determination, a graduate of our Theolo- 
gical Seminary, who possesses in an emi- 
nent degree the proper qualifications for 
such an undertaking, was employed by 
the board to examine and compare the 
Bible, the Prayer Book having previously 
undergone the same process by another 
competent individual. As it was impos- 
sible to ascertain the extent of the cor- 
rections to be made in the plates previous 
to their examination, and as it was requi- 
site that the labour of the type-founder 
should immediately follow that of the ex. 
aminer, we were obliged to assume the 
risk of the expense, without a possibility 
of knowing its amount until the comple- 
tion of the work. 

‘We regret to say, that the discovery 
of a number of errors in punctuation, or- 
thography, and typography—some affect- 
ing the sense slightly, and others materi- 
ally—has involved an expense much great- 
er than was, or could have been, antici- 
pated. In casting our plates for the Bible, 
the founder followed a corrected copy of 
the American Bible Society; but which, 
on comparison with the copy adopted as 
a standard by the General Convention of 
our church, is found to differ as above 
stated; the discovery and correction of 
which differences has involved an expense 
of about three hundred dollars. By rea- 
son of the relinquishment of all profit on 
the sale of both our Bible and Prayer 
Book, in order to increase the ability of 
other similar institutions and benevolent 
individuals to be useful, by a more ex- 
tended circulation of the Bible and Prayer 
Book, this expense, great as it is, must 
be borne by our ordinary funds,’ 








For the Christian Journal. 


Fifth Annual Report of the Board of Ma- 
nagers of the Female Auxiliary Mission- 
ary Society of Christ Church, New-York. 
Adopied December 7th, 1826. 


Tue return of this day of thanksgiving 
is well calculated to remind us of the re- 
newed debt of gratitude which we owe to 
that gracious Being, through whose mercy 
we are permitted to assemble to celebrate 
this our fifth anniversary. While we bless 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
that we have been allowed to share, though 
in a very limited degree, the envizble pri- 
vilege of aiding the faithful watchman on 
the walls of our apostolic Zion, to break 
the bread of life to those whose cry is, 
* Come over and help us,” and to “ sound 
an alarm in the holy mountain,” we would 
not forget that “ much land remains yet 
to be possessed.” To that end, we would 
most respecifully solicit further aid from 
the ladies of the congregation. Sixty dol- 
lars have been paid to the parent society 
the past year, ten dollars of which was 
an unsolicited donation from a gentleman, 
whose liberality is well known; nor is this 
the first time we have experienced his 
munificence. May God remember him con- 
cerning this good deed, and put it in the 
hearts of others to go and do likewise.— 
Seven annual subscribers have been added 
during the past year, while as many have 
withdrawn ; so that while the society an- 
nually gains on the one hand, it loses on 
the other; which, to those who have the 
management of its concerns, is truly dis- 
couraging. We therefore once more ap- 
peal to the Christian feeling of those who 
regularly enjoy the ministrations of the 
sanctuary, whether their destitute bre- 
thren of this state, whose ears are never 
greeted, or hearts gladdened, by the sound 
of a preached Gospel, save when the zea- 
lous missionary, true to his appointment, 
may in the course of his extensive labours 
occasionally call together the little flock 
to hear the glad tidings of salvation, 
through the redeeming blood of Christ— 
whether they shall, or shall not, still be 
permitted to say, “ Come, let us go up to 
the house of God.” True, our contribu- 
tion towards the great object in view is 
but trifling, yet it excites a most delight- 
ful emotion to know, that our heavenly 
Father will accept an offering, however 
small, if offered in sincerity and accord- 
ing to our ability. 

But while we are anxious to procure 
your pecuniary aid, we would most affec- 
tionately remind you, that “ every thing 
is sanctified by prayer.” Much has been 
said on the importsnt subject of mission- 
ary societies, and it cannot therefore be 
expected that we can suggest any new 
idea; but of this we are well aware, that 
though “ Paul may plant and Apollos wa- 
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ter, it is God alone who can give the in. 
crease.” With our humble offerings let 
us then mingle the prayer of faith, both 
for the faithful missionary, and that God 
would own and bless the little vine, that 
although it is now of comparative insig. 
nificance, it may grow and extend its 
branches, that its leaves may be for the 
“ healing of the nations.” Then, indeed, 
“shall not our labour be in vain in the 
Lord.” A. Mansuatt, Sec’ry, 
New-York, Dec. 23, 1826. 








For the Christian Journal. 
THE REV. ROGER SEARLE. 


Tue decease of this labourer in the 
holy vineyard was announced at page 
340 of our last volume; and again, at 
page 371, some notices of him were 
copied from the Churchman’s Maga- 
zine. Since then, we have received the 
brief biographical sketch which fol- 
lows. It was intended for an earlier 
insertion in this Journal, but was by 
accident mislaid. 


“ The Rev. Roger Searle, who died 
at Ashtabula, Ohio, on the 6th of Sep- 
tember last, after a painful illness of 
one week, was a native of Stafford, 
Tolland county, Connecticut. He was 
born of respectable and pious parents, 
July 25, 1774. He received in his 
childhood and youth a religious edu- 
cation, and, through the instrumenta- 
lity of his pious parents, those religi- 
ous impressions were early made upon 
his mind, which influenced his subse- 
quent conduct through life. 

“ Having been for more than ten 
years a reputable preacher in the Wes- 
leyan Methodist connexion, he was, at 
the age of 31, admitted to the order of 
deacons, and the following year to that 
of priests, in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, by the Right Rev. Dr. Jarvis, 
bishop of Connecticut. 

“In the year 1817, his connexion 
with the parish of St. Peter’s church, 
Plymouth, was amicably and honour- 
ably dissolved, and he came with let- 
ters of dismission, credence, and re- 
commendation, from the standing com- 
mittee of his native diocese, and from 
the elder bishops and many respect- 
able clergymen and laymen in various 
states, to the state of Ohio. 

“ The object of his mission to Ohio, 
was to collect and organize into pa- 
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rishes the scattered members of the 
church who had emigrated into that 
new state from various parts of the 
Union. As he was approaching the 
eastern boundary of the state, he re- 
quested his conductor to inform him 
when they should cross the dividing 
line between Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
They had no sooner entered the state 
of Ohio, than he kneeled down, and 
most fervently and devoutly prayed 
God to bless the enterprise in which 
he was engaged, and make him an in- 
strument in his own hand of building 
up the church and cause of Christ in 
the infant state of Ohio. This prayer 
appears to have been answered. For 
nine years he was a faithful and suc- 
cessful labourer in the state of Ohio. 
The good seed of the word of God, 
sown here through his instrumentality, 
has taken root; and as it has done so, 
it is believed it will continue, for gene- 
rations to come, to bear fruit to the 
glory of God and the upbuilding of his 
church. 

“ Being on his way to the diocese of 
New-York, to witness and enjoy the 
ministrations of the Right Rev. Dr. 
Hobart, bishop of that state, in a 
contemplated episcopal visitation in 
the western part of his diocese, he met 
death, as above related, with the calm- 
ness and composure of a Christian, 
whose faith in the merits, and hope in 
the mercy of his Saviour, are sure and 
steadfast. His useful life will be grate- 
fully remembered, and his untimely 
death will be deeply lamented, by the 
numerous friends, acquaintances, and 
relatives, left behind him.” 


—— 
From the Evangelical Magazine for November, 1826. 


Simeon’s Detention for his Brethren 
devoutly improved. 


In the character of Joseph we be- 
hold great sagacity and strength of 
mind, united with dispositions the most 
affectionate and generous; and how 
happy was it that his kind feelings 
were under such wise and vigorous 
control. Had not this been the case, 
the emotions which he felt at his first 
meeting with his brethren, would have 
betrayed to them a secret which their 
best interests required to be for some 


time longer concealed. Had Joseph 
given vent at once to all a brother’s 
fondness and pity, they would have 
presumed on his kindness, and their 
conduct to him would have awakened 
in remembrance no keen feelings of 
remorse. But the discipline to which 
they were subjected, led to reflections 
which undisturbed prosperity had ne- 
ver excited, and formed their after con- 
duct to meekness and humility. Such 
was Joseph’s object in requiring Simeon 
to remain in custody till they should 
return with Benjamin, an expedient 
which, though wise and salutary, it was 
painful to his kind heart to execute. 
Some time elapsed before he could an- 
nounce it, or summon up the fortitude 
necessary for taking him from them 
and binding him before their eyes. 

This affecting incident suggests some 
striking illustrations of the substitution 
of Christ in the room of his people. 

Simeon was an hostage that his bre- 
thren might go free, and so was Jesus 
Christ. It was to save us from the 
chains of darkness that he was bound ; 
to redeem us from the wrath of God he 
was made a curse; to deliver us from 
the thraldom of the devil he was tempt- 
ed; and that we might live for ever he 
gave up the ghost. 

The substitution of Simeon was the 
plan of Joseph and not of any of his 
brethren, and that of Christ was the 
suggestion of divine wisdom and mercy. 
In the choice of a surety so admirably 
qualified in all respects for the task of 
duty and of suffering, Jehovah glories. 
It is to God himself that this language 
is appropriated—* I have found a ran- 
som ;” “ herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.” 

It was to a brother that Simeon be- 
came a hostage, and it was to his Fa- 
ther that Christ became surety for 
guilty sinners. Simeon at that time 
was unconscious of his relation to the 
ruler in whose power he was left, but 
our Lord had this always in his view, 
and it was this which made the frowns 
of Jehovah so terrible——that they were 
a Father’s frowns. He felt his hand in 
the cruelties of his enemies, as well as 
in the infliction of the curse. 
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Simeon’s detention was an expedient 
well fitted to lead him and his brethren 
to repentance. When thus left alone in 
a state of confinement, he would think 
of his cruelty to Joseph when he was 
cast into the pit, and sold to the Ish- 
maelites fora slave. An accusing con- 
science would make his brother’s cries 
to be heard amidst the silence of his 
ward, and his anguish to be felt when 
thus requited. And his brethren, on 
their way home, could not converse 
on the sad scene, without recalling, in 
shame and grief, one which would now 
appear before them in its true colours 
of malice and cruelty. No motives to 
contrition are so powerful as those 
which the substitution of our Lord pre- 
sents. This is the feeling with which 
multitudes have contemplated his ago- 
ny—* On me that fire should have 
kindled; through my heart that sword 
should have pierced.” With such emo- 
tions, impressions of our own demerit 
are associates which humble us in the 
dust, and the heart shudders at the 
thought of any sinful indulgence by 
which the amazing grace of heaven 
would be abused, and the Son of God 
be crucified afresh. 

The issve of this detention of Simeon 
was happy. On their return with Ben- 
jamin, his brethren found him in good 
health, and were soon settled amidst 
comfort, plenty, and security, under 
the eye of their generous brother. And 
those for whom Christ became surety 
are not only saved from wrath, but 
shall live for ever under the blessings 
of his kindness in the heavenly coun- 
try, in all the abundance and beauty of 
a land, which no curse has blasted, and 
which no foe can reach. The joy which 
the sons of Jacob felt when Simeon 
was brought out to them, points us to 
the rapture with which Christ was wel- 
comed when he was taken from prison 
and from judgment, and leads us to the 
bliss of that day, when the trial of our 
faith shall be found to praise, honour, 
and glory. 

But let us meditate on the superior 
glory of the substitution of our Lord. 
Simeon was called on by Joseph to be 
the hostage of his brethren. It has 
been supposed that he pitched on him 
because his conduct to him had been 
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most violent and cruel; and that know, 
ing his bold and fierce temper, he might 
suppose that he would be most likely 
to hinder Benjamin from coming. The 
trials of Providence are always suited 
in wisdom to our temper and condition, 
But Christ presented himself to suffer 
for man. When throughout the wide 
universe there was none to help, and 
every hope seemed lost, then said Jesus, 
“ Lo I come, here am I, send me.” 
How slight were the afflictions of Si- 
meon to the sufferings of our Lord! he 
was treated with all the kindness which 
was consistent with his detention and 
its object; and though he had been put 
into the worst prison in Egypt, it ap. 
pears a scene of comfort when con- 
trasted with the wrath to which Christ 
submitted. “ It pleased the Lord to 
bruise him.” 

Simeon was a partner in the crime 
of those for whom he became hostage; 
but Jesus is the Holy One of God, and 
while he was made a sin offering for 
us, he knew no sin. No pangs of re- 
morse could visit his bosom, and his 
painful remembrances were directed to 
human folly and corruption. 

The peculiar discipline of Simeon 
might be required by the stubbornness 
and haughtiness of his spirit, but the 
suretyship of Jesus could only display, 
more fully the generosity of his charac- 
ter, the meekness of his temper, and 
the kindness of his love. 

Few were to be benefited by the de- 
tention of Simeon. It sent his brethren 
in safety to their homes and their fami- 
lies, but the objects of redeeming mercy 
form a great multitude which no man 
can number, of every generation, of 
every class, of every period of life, and 
of every land. There are in it blessings 
to enrich, and grace to save, beyond 
all created power to estimate. 

Let us give glory to the Surety who 
died for us; and may we, on reviewing 
these hints, feel more strongly than 
ever our obligations to his mercy. Let 
us be willing to do, or to suffer every 
thing for him; and let no one fret that 
he is singled out for any arduous duty 
or service. This is his honour, and for 
him more abundant consolation is des- 
tined, and a more glorious reward se- 
cured. It will give no comfort on a 
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death-bed, that we did or suffered little 
for the Lord Jesus. Ye angels of hea- 
ven, what would ye not do for him! 
Ye would welcome at his call watch- 
ings more constant, and ministrations 
more lowly; and shall not we be will- 
ing to deny ourselves, to take up our 
cross daily, and to follow bim? 

Let no one murmer that he is singled 
out in families as the subject of trials, 
and as a monitor to the other mem- 
bers. If by your sickness a thoughtless 
brother is led to seriousness ; if by your 
difficulties his presumptuous hope is 
checked; if by your terrors he is ex- 
cited to flee from the wrath to come ; 
you have cause not of complaint but of 
thanksgiving. If by thy anguish at the 
death of a companion, thy sister is made 
to see that in the friendship of Christ 
alone can the heart safely rest; if by 
thy disappointments she is convinced 
that favour is deceitful, and that beauty 
is vain; if by thy lingering illnesStie 
is improved in patience and fortitude ; 
and if by thy desolation she is taught 
to live to eternity ; mercy rejoiceth over 
judgment. 

And was Simeon silent while thus 
bound? was Jesus led as a lamb to the 
slaughter ?—Let us be meek and quiet 
in every affliction. The cords with 
which God binds us are not the fetters 
of the criminal, but the bonds of love. 
Did we know ourselves, we should 
bear testimony to God’s justice and 
severest trials; and did we know him, 
we should believe in his wisdom and 
goodness, when Providence assumes to 
us its darkest form. 

The despise:s of the grace of the 
Gospel may learn from this incident to 
anticipate the period, when the Judge 
of all shall say concerning them, “ Bind 
them hand and foot, and cast them into 
outer darkness.” From these cords no 
power can release, and on that prison 
no light can fall. And while they are 
thus bound, no tear in the Judge’s eye 
shall indicate his pity, or excite their 
hope. They shall be bound before the 
multitudes whom his grace hath saved, 
and before the pious friends who would 
have brought them’under the wings of 
the Saviour’s mercy, but they would 
not. While the day of grace still shines, 
the path of life is still open, and the 
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voice of mercy still calls— Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts; and let 
him return to the Lord, and he will 
have mercy on him; and to our God, 
and he will abundantly pardon.” 
Falkirk. H.B 
ee re 
From the London Christian Remembrancer for No- 
vember, 1826. 
Memoir of the Right Rev. Recinatp 
Heser, Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 


Ir is a very brief sketch of the life 
and character of the late lord bishop of 
Calcutta that we purpose to present to 
our readers: but we think it would be 
neither creditable to ourselves, nor re- 
spectful to a man whom we, in com- 
mon with the country at large, admired 
when alive, and lament now that he is 
no more, to sufier his memory to pass 
away without some record in our pages. 

Reginald Heber was the son of the 
Rev. Reginald Heber, of Marton, in 
Yorkshire, and Mary, daughter of the 
Rev. Dr. Allanson, of the same county. 
He was born on the 21st of April, 1783, 
at Malpas, in Cheshire, a living held 
at that time by his father. From his 
childhood he gave promise of those 
Christian graces with which he was 
afterwards so richly endowed, and of 
those talents which eventually set him 
high amongst the literary characters of 
his day. All, however, that we will 
say of this period of his life is, that the 
Bible was the book which he read with 
the most avidity, whetier from that 


. spirit of early piety, of which we hear 


so much more frequently than see it; 
or whether (what is more probable) 
from the beautiful pictures of primitive 
manners which the historical parts of 
Holy Writ display, and which are sin- 
gularly attractive to a child. However 
it was, this first application of his 
powers laid the foundation of that mas- 
terly knowledge of Scripture which he 
afterwards attained, and to the perfect- 
ing of which almost all his future read- 
ing was made directly or indirectly to 
contribute. From the grammar school 
of Whitchurch, where he received more 
than the rudiments of his classical edu- 
cation, he was sent to Dr. Bristowe, a 
gentleman who teok pupils near town; 





18 Memoir of Bishop Heber. 


and in the year 1800, was admitted of 
Brasennose College, Oxford. By one 
of those happy coincidences which not 
unusually cause thé path of duty and of 
substantial fame to be the same, that 
department of knowledge to which, we 
have already said, he betook himself 
as a boy, proved an avenue to acade- 
mical distinction ; and of all the sub- 
jects for English verse that have been 

iven in our universities, none would 
a been so likely to awake “all that 
was within him,” as “ Palestine.” Ac- 
éordingly, upon this theme he had the 
——- of writing, and he wrote 
with signal success. Never did a prize- 
poem excite so general a sensation. It 
was not recited in the theatre, reward- 
ed with the miedal, printed for the be- 
nefit of admiring friends, and forthwith 
forgotten, which is the ordinary fate of 
such productions; but it was set to 
music by an eminent professor, by 
many it was committed to memory, 
by all it was read; and if any thing 
would have spoiled the beautiful sim- 
plicity of mind of its youthful, we may 
almost say, its boyish author, it was 
the favour and caresses which were 
fiow universally showered upon him. 
But that humility which is not more 
surely attendant upon Christian per- 
fection than upon early genius, was his 

vardian at this crisis of his life, which 
to most youths of nineteen would have 
been one of danger ;—and though the 
prizes for Latin verse and for the Eng- 
lish essay were added to his honours, 
he left the university with all the na- 
tive modesty he had carriéd thither, 
atid with the cordial love of his con- 
temporaries, who could feel no morti- 
fication at being vanquished by such 
ah Opponent, and no envy at the lau- 
rels of ore who bore them so meekly. 
From Brasennose College he was élect- 
ed to a fellowship at All-Souls, and soon 
after went abroad. ‘The continent, at 
that time, afforded but small choice for 
‘an English traveller ; and those scenes, 
which, as a scholar, he would probably 
‘have preferred to visit, wete not then 
accessible. He was, therefore, obliged 
to content himself with Germany, Ras- 
sia, and the Crimea; and how closely 
he could observe, and how perspicu- 
eusly impart his observations, appears 
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from the notes in Dr. Clarke’s Travélg 
in the latter countries, which he wi¥ 
permitted to extract from Mr. MébePd 
MS. journal, and attach to his own 
pages. Having returned to England, 
and been presented to the family-living 
of Hodnet, in Salop, he married Ame 
lia, daughter of Dr. Shipley, the fate 
dean of St. Asaph, and thenceforward 
willingly devoted himself to the enjdys 
ment of those domestic charities, which 
ho one was better fitted to promote, 
and to the discharge of those unobtri+ 
sive duties which fill up the life of a 
country clergyman. Here it was that 
he moved in a sphere too circutik 
scribed, it might be said, for his ta 
lents, but in which his moral qualitiés 
shone with admirable lustre. Distint- 
tion he might have sought with sué 
cess in any profession, but he was sa 
tisfied with a life of comparative obs 
scurity,—and lie who so lately had 
surpassed all his compeers in the s& 
veral pursuits of an university, and 
te a pledge to the world that in thé 

igher provinces of poetry “ an excel 
lent spirit was in him,” might be foutid 
daily conversing with the ignorant, and 
“ giving subtlety to the simple,”—thé 
adviser to whom they could resort if 
difficulties — the conféssor to whoth 
they would scruple not to open their 
griefs. Few days passed in which hie 
did not spend some time in intércourse 
with his people,— neither suffering the 
aged to be eo of the consolations 
of religion through their inability tb 
reach church by reason of their years, 
nor the sick man to be long on his bed 
without one to knéel by his side, nor 
the poor to languish in want without his 
discovering and giving him help, tiot 
neighbours to be at strife, without sup- 
plying to them a most éffectual péacé- 
maker. Yet all this was done, so that 
no man could know it beyond thie pat- 
ties themisélves; done without éffdit, 
and forgotten as soon as done, or if 
living, living only in the grateful té 
membrance of those whom he had bé 
friended. Many were the good deeds 
which were brought to liglit by his 
death, and but for his death would 
have been, perhaps, for éver hid; aid 
few persons there were in his own pa- 
rish, who had not then sonie itistarice 
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of his zeal, his charity, his humility, 
his compassion, to communicate, which 
had come under their own immediate 
obseryation, and which served to bring 
him very vividly back to the minds of 
those who knew him best. Indeed by 
such incidents, many of the more deli- 
cate features of his character might be 
best discovered—that simplicity of 
mind which was ever true ton? -re— 
that courteousness and good ureeding 
(if we may so speak) which even mark- 
ed his behaviour to the poorest and 
meanest of his neighbours—that con- 
fiding temper which never feared to 
be abused—that guileless singleness of 
heart which would rather be deceived 
(as he often was) than entertain a sus- 
picion—that utter disregard of self, 
which, perhaps, was the most striking, 
as it certainly was the least attainable, 
of all his virtues—that lively faith 
which was ever tracing the hand of 
Providence, where others saw nothing 
but system or chance—-and that dispo- 
sition to rank mankind by their pro- 
ficiency in holiness, rather than by 
their wealth, their title, or their ta- 
lents, and to look up to him with the 
most reverence whom he thought to 
stand highest in the favour of God. 
Active, however, as was the life of 
Mr. Heber, it was still a studious life. 
Though addressed to a congregation 
for the most part unlettered, his ser- 
mons exhibited no marks of haste ; his 
lamp was not negligently trimmed be- 
cause it was in some degree to shine 
under a bushel. It might not indeed 
he easy for all those who heard him, 
properly to appreciate the range of 
Scripture knowledge they displayed, 
or their flowing and metaphorical, yet 
intelligible language ; but all could per- 
ceive the address with which he was 
wont to extract useful and practical 
lessons from passages in Holy Writ, 
which in other hands might have been 
barren and profitless—the spirit with 
which he would expound a parable, 
and the felicity with which he would 
apply it to common life—all could per- 
geive the affection that breathed in 
them, not testified by vapid and nau- 
seous verbiage, but breaking forth (as 
it did in his letters) in seme casual ex- 
pression thrown off from the heart, 
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(one of the truly ardentia verba,) and 
which could not fail in turn to make 
the hearts of those who heard him, 
“ burn within them” while he spoke. 
In 1815, he preached the Bampton 
Lecture; after which, with the excep- 
tion of some critical essays, both thea- 
logical and literary, not unknown to 
the public, though without a name, and 
an admirable ordination sermon, de- 
livered before the late bishop of Ches- 
ter, and at his request committed to 
the press, he did not appear as an au- 
thor til] 1822, when his Life of Jeremy 
Taylor, with a Review of his Writings, 
made known to the world how well the 
interval had been spent in maturing 
his great knowledge by reflection, and 
chastising a style in his former work, 
perhaps somewhat redundant, by a 
sound judgment and more finished 
taste. About the same time he was 
elected preacher at Lincoln’s Inn—an 
office which, independently of the ac- 
knowledgment it paid to his talents 
and character, was valuable, as secur- 
ing him more frequent access to the 
metropolis, and as giving those who 
are charged with the responsible trust 
of filling the higher stations in the 
church, apn opportunity of knowing 
that such a man there was.—It was 
not long before an occasion of em- 
ploying him in a more extensive field 
of usefulness occurred; and on the 
death of Dr. Middleton, the bishopgick 
of Calcutta was offered him. This was 
certainly a very trying and painful mo- 
ment of bis life; it was wo struggle be- 
twixt indolence and ambition, or be- 
twixt conflicting temporal interests, 
that he had to encounter; but it was 
a struggle between much self-distrust, 
much love of country and kindred, 
much apprehension for the future 
health of his wife and child, (for he 
thought not of his own,) and a strong 
persuasion, on the other hand, that the 
call was the call of God, and that to 
be deaf to it, was to be deaf to the 
“ still small voice.” He deliberated 
long and anxiously—he even refused 
the appointment—be recalled his re- 
fusal—bade farewell to the parish 
where he had toiled for fifteen years, 
and on the 16th of June, 1823, em- 
barked for a land which was for a 
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short time to be the scene of his glory, 
and then his grave. 

“ Ostendent terris hune tantum fata, neque 

ultra 

Esse sinent a 

On his labours in that country, it is 
not our intention to enlarge. Whilst 
he was in England, we had opportuni- 
ties of observing him, which did not 
fall to the lot of all; and we have there- 
fore endeavoured honestly, and (what- 
ever our readers, who may be indiffer- 
ent to his memory, may think) without 
partiality, without extenuation, to do 
mere justice to a man whom (we con- 
fess it) we loved too well to flatter, and 
estimated too highly to think that he 
could need it at our hands. In forming 
a correct judgment of his conduct in 
India, we We not had the same ad- 
vantages ;—but this we know, (for men 
do not change their natures by chang- 
ing their latitudes,) that if there was 
any unhappy jealousy existing amongst 
angry and hostile sects in that country, 
or amongst the members of our own 
establishment, he was the man to charm 
the evil spirit ‘away ;—if any well of 
bitter waters, he was the man “to show 
them the tree, which when cast into 
those waters should make them sweet.” 
We know too, that if a man of unspar- 
ing personal activity and enterprise was 
wanted te compass the extremes of that 
unwieldy diocese, and examine for him- 
self the state of its scattered and now 
numerous Christian congregations, he 
was that man ;—that if a man was re- 
quired, who would look to the educa- 
tion of the native children, from a con- 
viction that even in Christian lands 
(and how much more in heathen !) 
early religious instruction is far too se- 
rious a matter to speculate about with- 
holding or granting to the poor, he was 
the man ;--that if the European part 
of the population of India needed one, 
(gravem pietate virum quem) who 
would give dignity and force to his 
preaching by the weight of example— 
who would set a pattern of self-denial, 
in the midst of rapacious self-interest 
—of simplicity, in the midst of gorge- 
ous extravagance—of purity, in the 
midst of gross libertinism—the pro- 
vince was peculiarly his. Brief, how- 
ever, was his season for letting his light 
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shine before them. Having completed 
one visitation, comprising northern In- 
dia,. Bombay, and Ceylon, he set out 
upon a second to Madras. On Good 
Friday of the present year he preached 
at Combaconum ; and on Easter Sun- 
day at Tanjore. The following day 
he held a confirmation at the latter 
place; and in the evening addressed, 
it is said, in a very affecting manner, 
the assembled missionaries. Having 
paid a visit of ceremony to the rajah 
of Tanjore, and inspected the schools, 
he went on to Trichinopoly. Here, on 
Sunday, April 2, he again preached and 
again confirmed,—a rite which he re 
peated early the next morning in the 
fort church. Having returned home, 
he took a cold bath before breakfast, 
as he had done the two preceding days. 
The boy however who attended hm, 
thinking that he remained longer than 
usual in the bath, entered the apart. 
ment, and found the body in the water, 
‘the alarm was instantly given, and 
Mr. Robinson, the chaplain, and Mr, 
Doran, a church missionary, took it 
out. Bleeding, friction, and inflating 
the lungs, were immediately tried, but 
in vain; and it was afterwards disco- 
vered that a vessel had burst upon the 
brain; an accident attributed by the 
medical men to the plunge into cold 
water when he was warm and ex 
hausted. 

The corpse was deposited, with every 
demonstration of respect and unfeigned 
sorrow, on the north side of the altar of 
St. John’s church, at Trichinopoly. 

Thus having ‘persevered unto the 
end, died this faithful servant of God, 
in the forty-third year of his age, and 
the third of his episcopacy. 

How he carried himself in those new 
relations in which, as diocesan of India, 
he was placed, we shall leave, as we 
have said, others to testify, who have 
had cleser opportunities than ourselves 
of watching that conduct. And with 
this intent we shall close our memoir by 
a few extracts from the speeches which 
were delivered at a public meeting at 
Madras, convened soon after the bi- 
shop’s death, to do honour to his me- 
mory. ‘ We must all deeply lament” 
(says Sir T. Munro, who was in the 
chair) “ the melancholy cause of our 
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being assembled here. My own ac- 
quaintance with our late excellent bi- 
shop was, unfortunately, but of short 
duration. Yet in thst short time, I saw 
in him so much to admire, that I can 
hardly trust myself to speak of him as 
I could wish. There was a charm in 
his conversation by which in private 
society he found his way to all hearts, 
as readily as he did to those of his con- 
gregation by his eloquence in the pul- 
pit. There was about him such can- 
dour and simplicity of manner—such 
benevolence—such unwearied earnest- 
ness in the discharge of his sacred func- 
tions—and such mildness in his zeal, 
as would in any other individual have 
ensured our esteem; but when these 
qualities are, as they were in him, 
united to taste, to genius, to high sta- 
tion, and intellectual attainments, they 
form a character eminently calculated 
to excite our love and veneration. 
These sentiments were every where 
felt. Wherever he passed in the wide 
range of his visitation, he left behind 
him this impression.” 

“ When we think” (says Sir R. Pal- 
mer) “ of what that good man has 
done, what he was doing, and what, 
under the blessing of Providence, it 
might have been hoped that he would 
have achieved ;—when we remember 
the many charitable and religious in- 
stitutions fostered by his care, aided 
by his munificence, and guided by his 
counsel, ever progressively answering 
more and more the ends for which they 
were established ;—when we saw him 
labouring in the great work which he 
had undertaken, with a zeal not less 
conspicuous for the ardour with which 
it was prosecuted, than for the concili- 
ation with which it was tempered ;— 
when we heard him to, his last adiniy- 
ing congregation, and alrust with. his 
latest breath, exhorting * brotherly love 
to all, without distinction of raak, caste, 
or colour;’—when we whv. ¥ ere so re- 
cently eye-witnesses to his conduct, and 
hearers of his word, and can, thereiore, 
well appreciate the effect which the ta- 
bours and doctrine of such a man were 
likely to produce ;—when we see and 
hear and think on these things, may 
we not say, this man was, above all 
athers, the best calculated to succeed 
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in the mighty undertaking in which he 
was employed,—may we not say, that 
through the instrumentality of such a 
man, the rays of Christianity bade fair 
to spread their cheering and glorious 
light far and wide throughout the con- 
tinent and islands of India?” 

Much more was said, and in the 
same spirit, by the other speakers ; 
and a subscription was forthwith com- 
menced on a scale of splendid munifi- 
cence, which was to extend through- 
out the presidency, and amongst all 
classes, for the erection of a monument 
to the bishop, in the church at Madras ; 
the surplus fund to be also expended 
in some manner best fitted to keep his 
name from perishing among them. At 
Bombay a subscription was also in pro- 
gress, for the very appropriate purpose 
of endowing a scholarship at the Cal- 
cutta college, to be called “ Bishop He- 
ber’s Scholarship.” 

We will not weaken the effect of 
these testimonies to his worth by a 
word more. They will serve to show, 
that calm and dispassionate observers 
of his conduct in India, think it to have 
been wise, judicious, and well adapted 
to its great end. They will further 
serve to show that our own view of 
his character is not partial, is not pe- 
culiar to ourselves ;— indeed, ill should 
we deserve of the dead, and ill of his 
friends who are living, were we to cast 
a suspicion upon the many and noble 
virtues which were his without dis- 
pute, by exhibiting them as either more 
in number, or higher in degree, than 
the fact strictly warrants. To speak of 
him as he was, has been all our wish; 
for well are we aware that the most 
flattering portrait that could be drawn 
of Bishop Heber, would be that which 
expresses hini with the greatest truth. 


Mor originally created in the Image 
of God. 
(Yrom Ruissel’s Remains of the late Rev. C. Wolfe.) 


Tas image, this beautiful image, 
has been long since shivered and dis- 
figured; but its fragments remain to 
testify that it once existed. There is 
in the hearts of men a testimony that 
they shall live for ever; a voice that 
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echoes through futurity; a sense that 
they shall see strange things in another 
world; thoughts that wander through 
eternity, and find no resting place. 
This is a fragment of God’s image, a 
shattered remnant of immortality, and 
it is there to testify against us; for if 
it had been perfect, nothing would be 
more delightful than to think that we 
should live for ever; to look forward 
into brighter scenes, and rejoice in the 
glory that should be revealed. All the 

old of Arabia would not be worth one 
a excursion of the mind of man 
into the regions of futurity. For ever 
and for ever would his mind be reach- 
ing forward, and dwelling with fond- 
ness upon the thought, that never, from 
age to age, when time should be no 
more, should he cease from being. The 
pleasures of the spirits that walk to and 
fro in the light of God’s countenance, 
and circle his throne rejoicing, would 
crowd his fancy and delight his hopes. 
Visions of celestial happiness would 
visit him in dreams of the night, and, 
compared with the dim and distant 
perspective of eternity, all earthly 
things would seem “ weary, stale, flat, 
and unprofitable.” And what is the 
fact? Let every man judge himself 
how his natural heart shrinks from the 
contemplation of a future state of be- 
ing; how he shudders to look into 
eternity, as into some dreary and bot- 
tomless pit! What a cold and dismal 
thing does immortality appear; and 
what a refreshment it is to his spirits 
to withdraw his thoughts from the con- 
sideration, and return to his beloved 
earth! And then, only observe with 
what eagerness and desperation he 
gives up soul and body to the pursuit 
of things which he knows full well will 
soon be to him ‘as if they bad never 


been. And yet, this‘mani, if you were . 
to ask him the question, would tell ° 
* nefit cf mankind. 
and that when his body was :nidulder-"_ 


you, that he expected to live fur ever 5 


ing in the dust from which it was taken, 
his soul would plunge into an gcean cf 

irts without bottom and without 
cain. This he would tell you gravely, 
as a matter of course. And then only 
observe him for one week or for one 
day, or for this day which has been 
sanctified to immortal purposes, and 
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you will find his cares, his hopes, hig 
fears, his wishes, his affections, busied 
and bustling about this little span of 
earth, and this little measure of time 
which he occupies: and death finds 
this immortal being making playthings 
of sand, and carries him away from 
them all, into a land where they shall 
all be forgotten. This is a strange and 
astonishing contradiction,—the onl 
thing that looks like a blunder through 
all the works of nature. Every thing 
else seems to know its appointed time 
and its appvuinted place:—the sun 
knows his place in the heavens, he 
does his duty in the firmament, and 
brings round the seasons in their or- 
der; and the ocean knows the boun- 
daries beyond which it must not dare 
to pass ;—every animal knows the 
home which kind nature has provided 
—* the ox knoweth his owner, the ass 
his master’s crib: but Israel doth not 
know; my people doth not consider.” 
Among all the creatures that surround 
us, we are the only beings that look 
not to our native home; the only be- 
ings that seem to have broken the laws 
of nature ; to have forgotten our owner, 
and the mansions of our Father’s house. 
This naked expectation of immortality, 
while we see no beauty in it, that we 
should desire it—while we are feeding 
on ashes, and have lost our relish for 
immortal food—is one of the fragments 
of God’s image; it shows that it once 
existed, and that it now is broken. 





























—_n 
Charity. 

Happy is the man who hath sown 
in his breast the seeds of benevolence ; 
the produce thereof shall be charity 
and love. From the fountain of his 
héart shall risé rivers of goodness ; and 
the stfeams shall’ overfiow for the be- 











Desires to be governed by Reason. 


In all, thy desires let reason go along 
with thee, and fix not thy hopes beyond 
the bounds of probability ; so shall suc- 
cess attend thy undertakings; thy heart 
shall not be vexed with disappoint 
ments. 
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Morning and Evening Prayers for 
the first Day of the Year. f 


[In the eighth number of the Quarterly The- 
ological Review, we find a notice of a work 
by a Lady, enfitléd, Suspirium Sanctorum, 
or Holy Breathings; a Series o Prayers 
for every Day in the Month. The review- 
ers ascribe it to ‘ ron bs pay Bury, of the 
noble house of Argyle’ and they say ‘ it is 
dedicated to the lord bishop of Carlisle, with 
some intimation of an occurrence in the life 
of the author which we cannot explain.”’— 
“To whom = - attempt to render ho- 
mage to our holy faith be more uppropri- 
dedicated, than to one who is so ni. 
nently distinguished by his piety and learn- 
ing, and to whom (under Providence) 1 am 
imdebted for the preservation of my life at 
the peril of his own?’—They then tran- 
seribe the first two prayers in the book, 
which we copy into our Journal. } 


Morning Prayer. 
Merciru., ever blessed, and Al- 
mighty Lord God, I praise thee, wor- 


ship thee, I laud and magnify thy holy 
name. Thou callest me to the com- 


mencement of a new year; and I bring 
to the footstool of thy throne the first 
offering of my waking senses, praising 
end thanking thee for the blessings 
vouchsafed unto me, and imploring 


their continuance. 

I desire to recall to my mind my 
own unworthiness, and thy ineffable 
goodness, patience, mercy, and long- 
suffering; with all my relapses into 
sin, and all my forgetfulness of thee ; 
and I earnestly desire by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit to be strengthened for 
the future, and by the blood of my Lord 
atid Saviour to be pardoned for the past. 

I further implore thee, O God of all 
Mercies, to confirm my good resolu- 
tions, “‘ that my footsteps slip not ;” 
and to lend me thy divine aid, so that, 
with the new year, I may walk in new- 
ness of life ; for, without thine especial 
favour, 1 know that I can do no man- 
nér of good. In order to obtain this 
unspeakable blessing, grant, heavenly 
Father, that on all the ensuing days 
which thou mayest be pleased to allot 
me on earth, I may never be hindered, 
by my fault, or that of others, from 
coming to thee, morning and evening, 
to pour out my soul before thee in pe- 
nitence, in petition, in reverence, and 
in love. For thou, O God, hast said, 
“Repent ye that your sins may be 
blotted out.” “Iam he that blotteth 
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out thy transgressions.” If thou seek 
him he will be found of thee. __ 

“ Who is God save the Lord ?” and 
“who is a Rock, save our God?” “A 
gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness.” 

To all those dearest to me, absent 
and present, give, most gracious God, 
thy divine grace. Raise those that fall ; 
strengthen those that stand; confirm 
the wavering; awaken the supine; and 
bring them all, O God, to one fold, un- 
der one Shepherd, through the mercies 
of our precious Saviour’s atonement. 

If any of these are in sorrow, troa- 
ble, sickness, need, or any other adver- 
sity, in perils of waters, in perils by 
land, under their own roof, or by the 
way side, or on the devouring ocean, 
O God, do thou look down upon 
their several necessities, and be to 
them a very present help in trouble. 
Pardon my enemies, if [ have any, O 
God; and teach me from my heart to 
forgive them, as I hape to be forgiven : 
pour into my heart that spirit of gentle- 
ness which is from above. Thou, O 
God, hast said that I aim not to forgive 
my fellow-creatures seven times, but 
until seventy times seven. Thy words, 
O God, are, “ Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you, and perse- 
cute you; that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven.” 

Grant, most heavenly and almighty 
God, that I may be indeed one of thy 
children; and send down thy Holy 
Spirit upon me, that I may live ia cha- 
rity with all men. 

May I, in no one thing, O God, trust 
to my own strength; “ For because 
that thou hast trusted in thy works, 
and in thy treasures, (saith the Lord 
to a proud nation,) thou shalt also be 
taken; but who trusteth in the Lord 
his God, mercy embraceth him on 
every side.” 

Give me, heavenly Lord God, giver 
of all good gifts, perseverance and suc- 
cess in my lawful undertakings; may 
every future day allotted to me on 
earth, be so employed that I may re- 
deem lost time ; and when the last day 
and hour cometh, may I be found 
watching, strong in faith, relying: upon 
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the merits of my Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, in whose blessed name 
1 offer up this prayer, and to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honour and glory. Amen. 


Evening Prayer. 


Grant, O Lord God Jehovah, Fa- 
ther of all mercies, that as I kneel now 
before thee on this evening of another 
year, blessing thee for past mercies, 
and imploring their continuance, I may 
be so found every future evening of 
my life; “ for we know not when the 
master of the house cometh, at even, 
or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, 
or in the morning.” And whenever he 
may come, O God of all grace, grant 
that I may be found watching. Vouch- 
safe to hear the petitions which, with 
this renewed epoch of life, 1 now offer 
up to thy mercy seat. 

May I follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, peace, and love; and 
make all my temporal desires to be in 
subjection to thuse heavenly ones. May 
I pass henceforth every day, which is 
given to me on earth, in the progres- 
sive attainment of thy favour; so shall 
all be well with me, whatever may be- 
tide. 

When sorrow, sickness, perplexity, 
wearisomeness, assail me, may I fly to 
my Bible for comfort and aid; for 
therein are the words of eternal life. 
Happiness here, and everlasting hap- 
piness, are contained therein. God Al- 
mighty grant that it may not be a seal- 
ed book to me; but open thou the eyes 
of mine understanding; and “ may I 
continue in the things which I have 
learned,” and have been assured of, 
knowing where I have learned them, 
and that from a child I have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make me wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

May. l remember and ever hold fast 
the blessed truth, that all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for correction, and instruc- 
tion in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. Bless this 
house with religion, peace, and love. 
‘Cake all its inhabitants under the sha- 
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dow of thy wings ; -keep them from all. 
evil; guard them through the night, 
and awaken them to a new day with 
more intense sentiments of love to thee, 
and a more steady desire to do thy 
will. 

Bless all those dearest to my soul, 
absent or present; correct their evil 
propensities ; confirm their good ones; 
lead them through this life, O God, so 
that they lose not that life which is 
eternal. 

Pardon my enemies, if I have any. 
Take from my heart all bitterness to- 
wards them; and though I guard my- 
self against their malice, may I never 
harden my heart towards them, but 
strive to imitate the blessed Jesus, who 
pardoned all, even on the cross. 

Thus in prayer to God, and in peace 
with all mankind, I lie down to take, 
my rest; and may I, Almighty Fa- 
ther, through faith in the blood of the 
Lamb, so lie down in life’s last sleep, 
calm and untroubled, and arise to be 
with thee for ever. Amen. 


—_—S= 
Dancing. 


[The following article, from the Ontario Re- 
pository, contains the opinions of the cele- 
brated dissenting minister, Dr. Watts, on 
the subject of dancing. We agree entirely 
in the views here expressed by that éminent 
person ; and we trust thot the readers of the 
Christisn Journal will be gratified by havin 
an opportunity to peruse them.—Ed €. J 


Messrs. Eprrors, 


Wixt you insert in your useful pa- 
per, the enclosed extract from the writ- 
ings of the sensible, excellent, and pious 
Dr. Watts; of whom it is said, “ Few 
men have left such purity of character, 
or such monuments of laborious piety.” 
The extract is taken from his ‘ Dis- 
course on the Education of Children 
and Youth,’ and relates particularly to 
an accomplishment, here of late fallen 
into great disrepute, and hardly to,be 
acquired without incurring the anathe- 
mas of a class of people, whose wis- 
dom, to say the least, in thus seeking 
to abridge the innocent and useful re- 
creations of youth, deserves to be ques- 
tioned. 

This judicious writer, after mention- 
ing mathematics, geography and astro- 
nomy, natural philosophy, history and 
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ry, music, painting and drawing, 
with approbation ; fencing and riding, 
as * healthy exercises, which may be 
useful in life ;” continues—*“ Shall I 
speak of dancing as a modish accom- 

lishment of both sexes? I confess I 
linow no evil in it. This is also a 
healthful exercise, and gives young 
petsons a decent manner of appear- 
ance in company: it may be profit- 
able to some good purposes, if it be 
well guarded against all the abuses 
and temptations that may attend it. 
Tt was used of old, in sacred and civit 
rejoicings, Exod. xv. 20, 21; 1st Sam. 
xviii.6; 24 Sam. vi.14. It is certainly 
an advantage to have the body formed 
eatly to graceful motion, to which the 
art of dancing = contribute. But 
where it is much beloved and indulged, 
it has most sensible dangers, especially 
mixed dancing. It leads youth too of- 
ten and too early into company; it 
may create too much forwardness and 
assurance in the sex whose chief glory 
is their modesty ; it may kindle vain 
and vicious inclinations, and raise in 
young minds too great a fondness for 
the excessive gaieties, and licentiqus 

easures, of the age. 

“ In all these affairs, a wise parent 
will keep a watchful eye upon the 
child, while he indulges it in these 
gratifications of youth and inclination ; 
a wise parent will daily observe whe- 
ther the son or little daughter begin to 
be too much charmed with any of the 
gay ornaments and amusements of life; 
and with a prudent and sacred solici- 
tude, will take care lest any of them 
intrench on the more necessary and 
more important duties of life and reli- 
gion; and, according to this view of 
things, the parent’s hand will either 
give a looser rein to the pursuit of these 
exercises, or will manage the propensi- 
ties of the child with a needful and be- 
coming restraint.” Q. 

f—______} 
To the Publishers of the Christian Journal. 
GENTLEMEN, 

ir has been confidently asserted that the 
review of Bishop Hobart’s sermon which 
you republished from the London Quare 
terly Theological Review, was written by 
the Rev. Mr. Norris, a clergyman of the 
Church of England, distinguished for his 
munificent and pious zeal, and who has 
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shown many marks of friendship and at- 
tention to Bishop Hobart. The foHowin 
extract from a -letter recently received 
from him by a layman of this country with 
whom he corresponds, will show how ut- 
terly unfounded the assertion is, that Mr. 
Norris is the author of that review. These 
are the terms in which he writes concern- 
ing it :— 

“Ft is a tirade of scurrility, without 
one redeeming property. It does not con- 
tain one sentence of argument, but is just 
such a volley of trashy, insulting verbi- 
age, as you might expect to meet with at 
our Billingsgate, or any other place upon 
the same scale of respectability.” 


—— 
Utility of studying Arabic Poetry. 

The Baron Silvestre de Sacy latély read 
before the Asiatic Society of Paris, a brief 
memoir on the utility of the study of Ara- 
bic poetry, in which, after stating other 
advantages, he adds—* I ought not to for- 
get a very useful purpose to which Arabic 
poetry can be applied; I mean the light 
which it diffuses upon another poesy, di- 
vine in its source, and sublime as the hea- 
ven from whence it derives its origin, but 
human as far as regards its design, since 
it is consecrated to our instruction, to the 
reformation of our manners, and to the 
elevation of our souls towards our com- 
mon Author; since it is intended to in- 
spire us with fear of his judgments, gra- 
titude for his favours, and confidence in 
his paternal goodness ; since, in short, it 
is meant to triumph, by means of holy end 
elevated feelings, over the deceitful charms 
of pleasure, the seducing illusions of pride, 
and the combined efforts of a wanderin 
mind and a corrupt heart. If the study o 
the antique Arabic poetry can assist us, 
as there can be no doubt it may, in pene- 
trating deeply into the sanctuary of the 
poesy of ancient Sion; if, with its aid, we 
can dispel any of the obscurities which 
impair the effect of the sublime songs of 
Isaiah, the eloquent lamentations of Jéeré- 
miah, the energetic and terrific pictures 
of Ezekiel, the bitter groans and keen ex- 
pression of the tried innocence of Job, and 
the varied accents, always dignified atid 
always affecting, which issue from the 
lyre of David; will it still be said that 
we should regret the efforts expehded for 
the purpose of acquiring regen froma 
whence such resuits cat bé obtained ?”— 
Christian Observer. 

The Plain of Jericho. 


The traveller Brochi, in going from the 
Dead Sea to Jerusalem, took Jericho in 
his way. With respect to the apple of 
Sodom, whose outward form and beauti- 
ful appearance allures the eye, and de- 
ceives him who thinks to enjoy it, con- 
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taining within nothing but a light dusty 
substance, he believes that Halbequist 


has erroneously taken it for the fruit of . 


the solanum melongena, which our tra- 
veller found no where near Jericho, but 
only the solanum sanctum. He himself 
conceives the apple of Sodom to be no- 
thing else than the bladder-formed gall- 
nut, which is raised by the stings of in- 
sects upon the pistacia terebinthus. He 
remarked, that no where has Flora un- 
dergone greater changes than in the Plain 
of Jericho. ‘he valuable shrub which 
gave the balsam has disappeared; of the 
celebrated rose of Jericho no vestige is 
left; of the numberless palm-trees, on 
account of which Jericho was called the 
City of Palms, there remains only a single 
representative; in vain should one look 
for that fig-tree of which St. Luke speaks. 
The whole broad. plain is now a naked 
desert waste, which stretches from the 
mountains of Judah to the banks of the 
Jordan.—Nuov. Gior de Letterati. 


Adhesiveness of Glue. 


From some late experiments on the ad- 
hesion of glue, by Mr. Bevan, it appears 
that a force of 715 lbs. was required to 
separate two surfaces of dry ash wood of 
one inch in diameter. In two pieces of 
soft deal, well glued together, the wood 
yields in its substance before the glue.— 
Christian Observer. 


Chain Bridge, North-Wales. 

The following description of the stu- 
pendous chain bridge erected over the 
straits of the Menai, in North-Wales, is 
furnished by a friend, who has lately re- 
ceived it in a letter from a gentleman now 
travelling in England :— 

“ This stupendous structure, this mi- 
racle of art, this modern colossus, has 
alike excited the wonder and called forth 
the admiration of the learned and scienti- 
fic, and bids fair to stand for ages an 
amazing monument of British ingenuity. 

“ The morning being fine, I resolved to 
see the ‘chain bridge’ before breakfast, 
and accordingly set out on my way thi- 
ther. I overtook a very intelligent man, 
whom I found, after a little conversation, 
to be one of the under engineers, and to 
whom I owe my information as to the 
principles and admeasurements of it. 

** On account of the hilly nature of the 
ground on each side of the straits, piers 
of granite are built on each side, which 
make the road level with the country. 
These piers are built on arches of 52 feet 
span ; from high water mark to the spring 
of each arch is 65 feet; and lead to the 
grand Lage from which the chains are 
suspended, in massive, yet graceful fes- 
toons. These pillars tower 152 feet above 
high water mark ; through them are gate- 
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ways which lead to the carriage roads, 9 
feet wide, 15 high: there are two carriage 
roads, each 12 feet wide, and a foot-path 
between them, 3 feet wide. 

“The chains, 16 in number, are 17144 
feet in length, formed of links composed 
of 5 bars of wrought iron, 10 feet long, 3 
inches deep, and half an inch thick ; these 
5 bars are put side by side, and riveted 
by bolts; forming an almost solid bar, of 
10 feet long, 3 inches deep, and 24 inches 
thick; of these links the chains are form. 
ed; 4 of which chains form one 
chain; and these 4 are so suspended, that 
the middle of the upper links fall on the 
joints of those underneath. This is a de 
scription of such links as hang from pil. 
lar to pillar, a distance of 553 feet; those 
from the pillars to the fastenings are rather 
shorter and thicker : I traced them to the 
rocks where they are fastened, and was 
truly surprised at the amazing strength 
and apparent security of the whole, and 
could not help questioning whether Jove's 


— 
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lasting chain. ? 
Whose strong embrace holds heaven, earth, and main) & 


were half so well secured. 

** In the saddles over which the chains 
pass on the tops of the pillars, rollers are 
placed, to prevent any accident happen 
ing from the contraction or extension of 
the iron work by heat or cold, as also 
from the heat or cold affecting either side 
unequally. 

“ The vertical rods suspended from the 
chains are of iron, one inch square, and 
serve to support the sleepers on which 
the flooring of the road-way is laid ; these 
rods are 5 feet asunder. A neat railing, 
about 5 feet high, runs along the who 
line of the bridge. 


London new Bridge. 


The new London bridge is proceeding 
with rapidity. The contractors are to 
complete it before March, 1830, for the 
sum of 468,000/. The middle arch of the 
bridge will be 150 feet in span, and 37 
feet rise. The carriage-road over the 
bridge is to be thirty-six feet wide, and 
the footpaths are each to be of the width 
of nine feet. The centres for the second 
arch are nearly finished.—Christ. Observer. 
Suspension Bridge in the Himalaya Moun- 

tains, India. 

A suspension bridge has been erected 
over the Giri, in the lower range of the 
Himalaya mountains, 100 feet in the clear, 
and from 80 to 100 feet above the bed of 
the torrent. Considerable difficulty was 
found in sinking holes in the rocky soil 
for the main standards and piles; but it 
was overcome by the engineer, assisted 
most cordially by the hill chiefs, who are 
fully sensible of the value of such bene- 
factions bestowed upon their country. —J& 
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EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


In the Diocese of Maryland. 

At an ordination held in St. Paul’s 
church, in the city of Baltimore, on Wed- 
nesday the 13th of December last, by the 
Right Kev. Bishop Kemp, the Rev Charles 
Williams, president of the Baltimore col- 
lege, and the Rev. John T. Wheat, mini- 
ster of Queen Caroline parish, deacons, 
were admitted to the holy order of priests. 
Morning prayer was conducted by the 
Rev. Dr. Wyatt, associate minister of St. 
Paul’s parish. 


In the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 


On the 24th of December, 1826, being 
the fourth Sunday in Advent, the Right 
Rey. Bishop White held an ordination in 
Christ church, Philadelphia, when Mr. 
Pierce Connelly and Mr. James May were 
admitted to the holy order of deacons. 


Trinity Church, Utica. 


The ladies of this congregation have 
contributed the sum of fifty dollars to 
constitute the rector a patron of the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. The Female Missionary 
Association of this parish have also, with- 
in the past year, paid over to the Mis- 
sionary Fund of this diocese the sum of 
$74 75, making a total of more than 
$400 for missionary purposes from this 
congregation since 1822. If every parish 
in the diocese of equal ability would do 
as much, how many waste places of the 
church might be built up! 











Obituary Notices. 


Died at Jamaica, Long-Island, October 
18, 1826, AtExanpER Hamitton Covwise, 
in the twenty-third year of his age —The 
writer of this can truly say, that he was no 
common youth. Under the instruction of 
an affectionate and pious mother, like Ti- 
mothy of old, from his childhood up he 
seemed wise unto salvation. Soon after 
his joining the communion of the church, 
he determined to devote himself to the 
ministry. This determination is known 
to have been in preference to much more 

romising worldly prospects, and is fully 
Petieved to have been made by those pe- 
culiarly awful yet noble and generous 
motives that are required in every candi- 
date for the ministry, when he answers 
that he trusts that he is moved by the 
Holy Ghost. And so disinterested were 
his views in this respect, that it is known 
to the friend who writes this, that he had 
determined, should God have permitted 
him to.enter upon his intended work, not 
to seek a situation of profit or ease; but 





it seemed to be rather a subject of pleas- 
ing anticipation with him, to go where 
there was much labour and little worldly 
profit—to go where, in the spirit of mis- 
sionary zeal, he could most effectually sub- 
serve the cause of Christ and his church. 
But the great Head of the church had 
otherwise determined. A pulmonary con- 
sumption, which evinced its first alarm- 
ing symptoms some years ago, was seen 
to make its gradual but sure advances, 
till it gained its victim. He died sitting 
in his chair, uttering, as his last, the 
words of the first martyr Stephen, “ Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 


The following is an extract from the 
sermon preached in Grace church, Ja- 
Maica, the Sunday after his decease :— 


‘*——— It is proper that this occasion 
should not pass away without being fur- 
ther improved by a brief notice of the de- 
cease of a young brother and friend, whose 
remains we lately conveyed to the ‘ house 
appointed for all living.’ Were I not averse 
to any thing like mere ostentatious for- 
mality in what are termed regular funeral 
sermons, in which, I fear, the great truths 
of our religion, and the blessed object of 
our faith and hope, are made to give place 
to eulogies, often undeserved, on those de- 
parted hence—this, I feel, would be an 
occasion for much, very much to be said. 
Yet as our young brother was very near 
and dear to all of us, as a member of our 
communion, as one brought up from his 
infancy with us, and as one to whom every 
thing connected with the good of this 
church was very near—it is proper, though 
in few words, not only as a tribute of re- 
spect and affection for his memory, but 
also for our own benefit, that the solemn 
event should be noticed and improved. 
It is known to many of us, that from his 
youth up, our young brother seemed to 
grow ‘in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.’ I well remember when, with 
others of equal age, he attended our ca- 
techetical instructions. I well remember, 
both in public and private, his eager and 
respectful attention, his uncommon kind- 
ness and docility, and urbanity of temper. 
I well remember seeing tears fall down 
his youthful cheeks, when he listened to 
the love of Christ to sinners, and the 
blessedness of early devotion to his ser- 
vice. I then thought these evidences, so 
rare and uncommon among our children, 
were evidences of the first fruits of grace 
in a life to be devoted to the glory of God 
and the good of his fellow-men. 

“ Subsequent instructions, and subse- 
quent dealings of God with him, seemed 
to fix these impressions firmly in his mind. 
When, some years ago, at college, he 
joined the communion of our church, his 
letters to me on that interesting oceasion, 
evince a pure and conscientious devotion 
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to. the cause of Christ. And shall I not 
add, that though exceedingly liberal to- 
wards all who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity, and though educated within 
the hallowed precincts of the church in 
whose communion he died, yet his pre- 
ference to her, and of her distinctive prin- 
ciples, and his determination to enter her 
ministry, was not made without many 
temptations and strong solicitations to 
the contrary. He came in contact with 
many, who, though zealous and conscien- 
tious, view every thing connected with us, 
with the jaundiced eyes of long-rooted 
prejudice. A preference thus pure, and 
disinterested, and discriminating, was 
therefore the more valuable; and I do 
know, that the church of his choice, was 
the church he loved till the last. 

“In his absence to pursue his theologi- 
cal studies, and in his various seasons of 
absence for the benefit of his health, his 
letters were always interesting—they af- 
forded pleasing evidences of talents, sin- 
cere piety, and disinterested devotion to 
the spread of the blessed Gospel of sal- 
vation. In every place, his amiable and 
Christian-like virtues made him warm and 
lasting friends. It was with the feelings 
of a pastor, of a friend, of a brother, that 
I anticipated the day when we should 
hear his voice in this sacred place—this 
home of his childhood and youth. I hard- 
ly know, in my ministerial connexion, a 
more pleasing anticipation; and is there 
one whom [I address, as a member of this 
congregation, that will not share in the 
grief of the disappointment? The pleas- 
ing anticipation, lke many others in this 
world of trial, was to be only the object 
of hope ;—but to his pure and noble pur- 
pose of exercising this office, and doing it 
too, as I know, ina situation far remote 
from every inducement of wealth and ease 
—of this purpose, we trust, the testimony 
might be borne, that was borne of the dis- 
appointed purpose of David to build a 
temple to the Most High, ‘ thou didst well 
that it was in thine heart.’ In all these 
dispensations of Providence, we are to be 
resigned to the will of him who doeth all 
things well; and, oh! may the bereave- 
ment be blessed, be eternally blessed to 
the immediate friends and relatives! To 
have had such a member in a family, such 
a son, and such a brother, is no common 
blessing.” * . , ° sa 8 
+ . * e 7 ° * 

* And to all tle young members of this 
little flock | would next make an appeal. 
If any of you, like him, have resolved * to 
remember your Creator in the days of 
your youth,’ (and I trust there are such 
before me,) let me beseech you to take 
courage. If the venerable martyr Poly- 
carp, at an advanced age, could say that 
he had never received any thing but good 
‘com Christ; so could your young friend 
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say ; and so can all say, who love and serve 
him truly. Oh! remember, whatever be 
your state or calling in life, the * purpose 
and calling of God’ is the same with you 
—it is, that, through the blood of Christ, 
you may be saved and sanctified from your 
sins; and after serving God in your day 
and generation here below, may be admit, 
ted to life eternal. Watch and pray, then, 
for grace to enable you to continue to ry_ 
the race set before you. And if any of 
you are yet careless and unconcerned-—f 
any of you are yet resisting the early pre. 
venting grace of God—oh! let me Warn 
yeu again and again. Had our deceased 
young friend lived to address you, it 
would, I know, have been the voice of 
love urging you to leave your sins, and 
your follies, and your youthful lusts, and 
follow Christ—not like that young man 
in the gospel, who came to Christ, bat 
went away again sorrowing, because he 
would not take up the cross: his theme, 
I know, would have been the love of 
Christ to perishing sinners, and the bless- 
edness of early and instantly fleeing to 
that love, as the only refuge of our guilty 
and perishing souls.” * " * 
. . . o * . ° . 
“ Shall we say, that, 
in such cases, God willeth not the salva, 
tion of those who die ?—oh no; it is the 
madness of their own sin; their career of 
disobedience is a violent struggle to re- 
sist day by day the preventing grace of 
God. How often is that grace felt in the 
stings of the inmost soul! How often do 
they tremble in view of that future which 
they cannot shun! Every day’s events of 
Providence, the perils and the mercies of 
their lives, the very elements around them, 
proclaim continually there is ‘ wrath to 
come.’ 

“Oh, then, my friends, young or old, if 
this be your condition, I beseech you, do 
not yield to sin. In God there is strength 
to enable you to work owt your salvation 
with fear and trembling. Choose then 
with all your hearts, and call upon God 
to strengthen you in the choice, ‘ that 

ood part which shall never be taken 
rom you.” 

** Then, like our dear departed young 
friend, will the wisdom that comes down 
from above, make you holy and make you 
amiable—then will you find that godliness 
is the promise of the life that now is, as 
well as of that which is te come—then 
will you find that wisdom will be more 
precious to you than rubies—that its 
loveliness, descending on your head, like 
the oil of Aaron, will flow down to the 
skirts of your garments—that honourin 
the Lord with your substance, and wi 
* the first fruits of all your increase,’ he 
will be your God, your ‘ Father, and the 
Guide of your youth.’ In the Joss of such 
a blessed character, may those who mourn 
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be comforted. The chureh this day offers 
her sympathy and condolence. 
* As friendship bids, I feebly breathe my own, 
And sorrowing say, Pure spirit, thou art gone.’ ” 


Died at Warrenton, North-Carolina, on 
the 27th of October last, the Rev. Cano- 
tus C. Bratverp, rector of Emanuel 
church, Warrenton, and St. John’s church, 
Williamsborough. 


From the oniiagene of the Churchman’s 


Died at New Milford, on the 27th of 
October last, Mrs. Renecca Benuam, wife 
of the Rev. Benjamin Benham, aged near 
sixty years. 

She bore the character of a most affec- 
tionate wife, a tender mother, and a faith- 
fyl friend. While these qualities endeared 
her to all her acquaintance, she possessed 
those higher attainments which constitute 
the pious Christian. During her last ill- 
ness, an illness of nearly four weeks, at- 
tended with much bodily suffering, she 
gave remarkable proofs of her patience 
and resignation to God’s will. For more 
than thirty years she had been a commu- 
nicant in the Episcopal Church; and re- 
tained through life an evenness of temper 
and sweetness of disposition, which con- 
stant infirmity of health like her’s is so 
apt to destroy. As her end drew nigh, she 
exclaimed—“ O that I could die! O that 
my Saviour would take me to himself!” 


A letter from « friend to a daughter of 
the deceased, may not improperly be in- 
troduced here :— 


“ My dear and much-loved . 


“* | have just been informed of that sad 
event, which has shrouded your dear fa- 
mily in the gloomy habiliments of mourn- 
ing. My tears had flowed in anticipation 
of the dread reality, but still I indulged 
ahope. Oh! Icould not give it up. I 
knew not God’s will in regard to her; but 
I hoped, I prayed, and would fain permit 
myself to believe, that he would spare her 
life. But ‘ God’s ways are not as our 
ways.’ From the frailty of our nature, we 
know not what to pray for as we ought, 
we know not for what to supplicate. 

* But, my dear , it is a delight- 
ful thought that God is our Father, and 
that he knows what is best for us. In his 
dealings with the children of men, mercy 
is ever his darling attribute; and we are 
assured that he does not ‘ willingly afflict 
or grieve them,’ but that ‘ whom he loveth 
he chasteneth.’ 

“ There are moments of suffering, how- 
ever, in which we feel as if God’s face was 
for ever hidden from us, and as if he had 
forgotten to be gracious. 

“The agony of a wounded spirit can- 
not be described, and it is known only 
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to its God; but it is God alone who ean 
pour into it the balm of heavenly con. 
solation. This he does afford to all his 
faithful followers ; and this, f trust, will 
soothe your aching heart. .He does not 
forsake his children, although he corrects 
them, neither will he turn a deaf ear to 
their prayers. In seasons of deep afflic- 
tion, we look in vain to the world for com- 
fort or consolation. The heartless vota- 
ries of gaiety and pleasure can communi- 
cate no solace to the wretched mourner. 
Their scene of action is far different from 
the saint’s sick room and dying bed. 

** They heed not the sighs that proceed 
from the house of mourning. But, thanks 
be to God, we have, in the person of our 
blessed Saviour, one who can be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; one 
who hath ‘borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows ;” and one who has said, *‘ My 
grace is sufficient for thee.’ 

** Although severely afflicted, my dear 
» you cannot but have the richest 
consolations in the life and death of your 
lamented mother. Her life was so exem- 
plary and so pious, and her trust and con- 
fidence in God so entire, that, to her, death 
could have had few terrors. 

“ IT know that the affectionate heart 
would cling with anxious solicitude to 
the dear objects of her love on earth. But 
to them how consoling is the thought, 
that the saint’s last pang is the agony of 
separation. The disembodied spirit is 
then for ever released from suffering and 
pain. It leaves this wretched world, and 
is conveyed away to the bright home of 
angels. Oh, who would not die, to join 
their happy throng ? Who would not suf- 
fer on the earth, to be for ever blessed 
with the Lord? Oh, the thought gives 
rapture to the soul, and consolation to 
the bleeding heart. God grant it may be 
realized by us, that when we leave this 
world of sin, sorrow, and death, our souls 
may be re-united to those dear friends 
who have already entered into rest, and 
join the holy company of angels and arch- 
angels, cherubim and seraphim, and be 
for ever near the throne of God. 

** The sacred Scriptures abound in con- 
solation, as your own experience can, no 
doubt, well attest. With this you need 
no other. 

** You have, dear , My sympathy 
and my prayers. Present my respects to 
your bereaved father, and my assurance 
that I have sympathized most deeply in 
his loss. 

“Remember me affectionately to my 
dear and other friends, and be- 
lieve me, in sorrow as in joy, your affec- 
tionate ‘~ 











———-, 


Died at Charleston, South-Carolina, on 
Friday the 1st of December, Jonx Braxz 
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Bowen, the only son of Bishop Bowen, a 
very interesting and promising youth, 
aged fifteen years and one month. He 
was in perfect health when his eldest 
sister, whose death was announced in our 
last volume, p. 399, was interred, and sur- 
vived her but one month. 


Died on Edisto-Island, South-Carolina, 
on the 11th December, the Rev. Tuomas 
A. Osborne, rector of the church on that 
island, and formerly a resident of this city. 


Died at Geneva, December 12th, 1826, 
in the thirtieth year of her age, Mrs. 
Gentrupe Romney, wife of Mr. Robert 
Rumney, of that village, and daughter of 
the late A A. Rutgers, esq. of New-York. 

In the death of Mrs, Rumney, an affec- 
tionate husband, with four infant chil- 
dren, an extensive circle of connexions 
and friends, and the church of God, have 
sustained no ordinary loss.—As a daugh- 
ter, a sister, a wife, and a mother—in 
every domestic and social relation which 
she sustained, she discharged her duty 
with a diligence, fidelity, and consistency, 
truly exemplary. A heart warmed in no 
common degree by the benevolent affec- 
tions, and animated by the liveliest and 
most acute sensibility, yet regulated and 
controlled by a sound, well cultivated 
wind, fitted her to enjoy, with a more 
than ordinary relish, the pleasures of so- 
cial intercourse, and endeared her in a 
remarkable degree to her friends and in- 
timate acquaintance. But home, the the- 
atre of her duties, was the principal and 
chosen theatre of her pleasures. Devoted 
to the happiness of her family, she made 
it her every-day business, as far as she 
was able, by assiduous attention to every 
domestic duty, to advance and secure it. 
Nor was it less principle, than taste and 
inclination, that guided her in this choice. 
Indeed the fear of God, and sense of obli- 
gation to her divine Redeemer, whom she 
embraced with a most cordial faith, were 
the principles which, animating her heart, 
prompted and directed her conduct in 
every relation of life. She traced every 
duty to religious obligation—owned no 
guide of action, no rule of life, but the 
will of God; and this she dared, under all 
circumstances, to follow, regardless of the 
dictates of fashion or the opinion of the 
world. Lational and sober, yet ardent in 
her religious sentiments, she had no fears 
of being “ righteous over much,” nor pre- 
sumed that her duty was done, while there 
were any means in her power by which 
God could be glorified or her fellow- 
creatures benefited. 

Devotedly attached to the Episcopal 
Church, not less from conviction of the 
truth, purity, and excellence of its prin- 
ciples, than from early education, she was 
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conscientiously exact in conforming to al] 
its institutions and usages, deeming it ag 
little consistent with piety as modesty to 
oppose private opinion to the venerated 
wisdom by which they were established, 
But this attachment, strong and ardent as 
it undoubtedly was, partook in no degree 
of bigotry, nor prevented her discoverin 
and admiring the virtue and piety whieh 
adorn the characters of many of other com. 
munions;—no, it was a truly enlightened, 
conscientious attachment, which, sanc- 
tioned both by the judgment and the 
heart, strengthened by all her religious 
hopes and comforts, originated in her exe 
perience of the truth and efficacy of its 
principles, and suitableness of its institu- 
tions to all the circumstances and wants 
of suffering humanity. In sickness and in 
sorrow, in various scenes of affliction 
through which she was destined to pass, 
she found in them a source of abundant 
consolation and support: in the view of 
death they sustained and fortified her 
hopes, and have, we trust, been the means, 
through the mercy of an almighty and all- 
sufficient Saviour, of securing her an eter- 
nal triumph over this last enemy. 


—_—== 


For the Christian Journal. 


TO A CLOUD. 
Fit emblem of man’s destiny ! 
Shifting, changing, fleeting thing; 
Resting here a passing moment, 
Fleeing then with swiftest wing. 
Now thou’rt floating thin and airy— 
Now thou’rt —— golden bright— 
Now, alas! thou’rt darkly changing 
To the murky hue of night. 
Now again thou’rt swiftly waning, 
Curling like the mist away ; 
But behold! thy vanish’d wresthings 
Clear, the azure heav’n display ! 
Fit emblem of man’s destiny ! 
He is here—is bright—is gone: 
But, ah! there is too still for him 
Heaven shining pure beyond. E. 


The beauty of the following original 
hymn, used at the dedication noticed at 
page 7 of this number, has induced us to 
give it a place. 


NYMN. 


Oh Thou, whose own vast temple stands 
Built over earth and sea! 

Accept the walls that human hands 
Have raised to worship Thee. 

Lord! from thy inmost glory send, 
Within these courts to bide, 

The peace that dwelleth without end 
Serenely by thy side. 

May erring minds that worship here, 
Be taught the better way ; 

And they who mourn and they who fear, 
Be strengthened as they pray. 
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May faith grow firm and love grow warm, 
And pure devotion rise, 

While round these hallow’d walls the storm 
Of earth-born passion dies. 


7 the following from the Oneida Ob- 
pc! the 2ist of November. It is said to 
be written by a Mr. Dakin. The new church 
referred to is St. Stephen’s church, of which 
the Rev. Mr. Treadway is rector; and the 
eertuin village is New-Hartford, Oneida 
county. The old church is the Presbyte- 
rian.—Ed. C. J.} 


It has been frequently observed, that 
the Vane on the new church in a certain 
village, pointed nearly due south; and 
that on the old church, a few rods distant, 
pointed nearly due north, at the same 
time; and that they have remained in 
these opposite positions several hours. 
Indeed, this opposition may be seen al- 
most every morning, when the winds are 
hushed. This circumstance gave the hint 
for the following little poem. 


THE RIVAL VANES. 


In times of yore, a brazen Vane 
Uprose upon a neighbouring plain, 
High peering o’er the tallest trees, 
Prepared to guide the wandering breeze. 
Where, giddy with its elevation, 
He thus expressed self-gratulation :— 
“ See how yon crowds of gazing people 
Admire me shining on the steeple! 
High o’er their heads I whirl around, 
And send the sunbeams to the ground ! 
Struck with the dazzling rays I send, 
The wondering throng beneath me bend, 
Adore me powerful o’er the breeze, 
To guide and turn it as I please. 


* Like King Eolus, then, I'll stand, 
And winds shall blow as I command. 
The east, with treasures from the main, 
When I decree, shall bring down ruin : 
To zephyrs soft, in western skies, 

Pl turn my head, and they shall rise : 
Or, if I choose to face the north, 
Terrific storms shall rally forth : 

But when to southern climes | turn, 
Where summer suns refulgent burn, 
Mild o’er the hills the breeze shall blow, 
And vegetation spring and grow. 

“ Thus, happy in my power, I'll stand, 
And hold the reins of high command ; 
While every other Vane shall fear, 

Nor dare upon the plain appear.” 


So spake the ancient brazen Vane, 
And turned his head around the plain; 
When, lo! with anger and surprise, 
He saw a rival vane arise, 

High soaring in the ambient air, 

W golden sides with splendour glare! 
Full in the face of him he shone, 
Who long had proudly stood alone ; 
Of him who was the only wonder 

Of all the gazing people under; — 
Of him who thought his dazzling light 
Alone deserved to claim the sight ! 
Full in his face, the rival shone, 

High mounted on his spiral throne, 
And glittering in the blaze of day, 
Stole half his neighbour’s pomp away ! 


Poetry—The Rival Vanes. 31 


The ancient Vane, in sullen pride, 
Awhile his shining rival eyed : 
Then, brushing o’er the gathered rust, 
Which envious time had on him thrust, 
Like modern priests, in pious guise, 
With whining tones and upturned eyes, 
That frighten fools, and make them stare, 
Poured out this proud and angry prayer :—~ 
“QO Jove! concealed in awful shrouds, 

Sublimely riding on the clouds, 

Thou seest how yonder towering Vane, 

In impious form, on my domain, 

Like blazing star or meteor bright, 

Displays his hateful head in sight! 

Thou knowest, O Jove! my ancient claim 
To all that here deserves a name; 

Thou knowest, where scarce a human voice 
Made the lone hills and vales rejoice; 
Where doleful screamed the midnight owl, 
And roared the wolt’s tremendous howl; 
Panthers insatiate raised their yelts, 

And bears growled dreadful on the hills; 
Where savage Indians whooped their cries, 
And the rade powwows rent the skies! 
Hither, from eastern climes, | strayed, 
And on this plain my station made. 

Upon this steeple’s giddy height, 
I’ve dazzled long the people’s sight ; 
And when they bowed the haslibe knee, 
Twas in this house that’s under me. 

And here is siill abundant room, 

For every one who pays to come! 

And e:sh immense has been expended, 

To brush it up and muke it splendid! 

** W hat though some wags, for ends satanic, 

Declare it mocks all rules mechanic, 

And say this wicked waste of cash 

Was only made to cut a dash! 

Yet, as "twas all the priest to please, 

Tis wicked thus to fret and teaze! 

For priests should always give the word, 
When cash is needed for the Lord ! 
Nor should the people utter curses, 
Although the call may drain their purses ! 
Then what’s the need that this new Vane 
Should rise and shine on my domain? 
For, under favour of thy hand, 

Pil rule the winds that sweep the land! 

‘ Shall this new Vane pretend to know 
Which way the saving wind should blow ? 
Or, can the shining fellow tell, 

Which wafts to heaven and which to hell? 
What! such a heretic as he, 

Presume to know high Heaven’s decree! 
And, on his ‘ pig-pen’s’ paltry steeple,* 
Pretend to light and guide the people! 

O! let him never here aomak 

Nor from this house the people lead ! 
Sweep down, O Jove! his vain pretence, 
And in thy vengeance, drive him hence! 
QO! scathe him with thy mighty thunder ! 
Split! rend his pigmy spire asunder ! 
Down! down to earth, in fury cast him, 
And with thy wrath eternal blast him ! ! 

“ But if the fellow must be there, 

O! grant my ardent cries and prayer, 
That | may order every breeze, 
And turn his head just as I please !” 

But Jove his suppliant’s purpose saw, 
And bade him hear the awful law— 





* It is said, the new church has been eatled 
a pig-fen, in derision, by its oppasers 
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“ The winds shall blew ae I decree, 
Nor shall yor their director be. 
Take, then, this counsel from the skies ; 
If interest, fame, or peaee you prize, 
Should southern breezes round you play, 
Submit, and tur’ yoar head that way.’ 
The ancient Vane the counsel spurned ; 
His stubborn pride grew hot and burned ; 
And as the southern breezes blew, 
Whirled ronnd to raise the northern too! 
But lo! he fails, and swelled with ire, 
He shukes and quails upon his spire ! ! 


The Episcopal Watchman. 

The two very respectable monthly pub- 
lications, The Churchman’s Magazine and 
The Gospel Advocate,—the former first 
established in Connecticut more than 
twenty years ago, and published under 
various circumstances, and for different 
periods, in that state—in the city of New- 
York—at Elizabeth-Town, New-Jersey— 
and lastly, again in Connecticut, at Mid- 
dletown,—have ceased to be published ; 
and their place is to be supplied by a 
weekly paper, under the title of The Epis- 
copal Watchman, to be issued on the same 
day of the week in the cities of Boston, 
Hartford, Middletown, and New-Haven, 
and sent to distant subscribers by mail. 
It is to be printed on royal paper, at two 
dollars a-year, if paid in advance; or two 
dollars and a quarter, if paid at the end 
of six months. 

We have room only for the following 
extracts from the prospectus of the pro- 
posed paper ; they will be sufficient to ex- 
plain its es and cordially approving 
them, we sliall hail it welcome, and ex- 
tend to it our best wishes for an ample 
support :— : 

“ The objects of The Episcopal Watch. 
‘man will be the increase of useful know. 
ledge, the promotion of virtue, and the 
dissemination of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion. And because it is believed to be 
the scriptural and most effectual way of 
advancing the last and greatest of these 
objects, the elucidation and defence of 
the doctrines, discipline, and worship of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, will constantly 
be kept in view—Other topics will also 
find a place in the proposed paper. The 
cultivation and improvement of the mind, 
and the refinement of the taste and affec- 
tions, if made subordinate objects of pur- 
suit, may be rendered er to the 
cause of religion :—a portion of the pages 
of The Watchman will therefore be de- 
voted to literature and science, and to the 
fine and useful arts; and for the accom- 
modation of those who may have no con- 


verlient access to other means of informa. 
tion as to passing events, each number wil] 
contain a weekly summary of the most im. 
portant items of foreign and domestic in. 
telligence.” 
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Sellon’s Lectures. 


We beg to call the attention of our city 
readers to a course of Lectures on fhe 
Elements of Natural Philosophy, proposed 
to be commenced on the first Tuesday of 
February, and continued on every succeed, 
ing Tuesday until completed, by the Rey, 
John Sellon, rector of Christ church, An 
street. The course is to consist of twelve 
lectures, in the following order :—Lee 
ture 1, On the first principles of natural 
philosophy and the general properties of 
matter.— Lecture 2, On the peculiar and 
distinctive properties of ponderable mat 
ter and caloric; explaining the laws of 
attraction and repulsion, and showing the 
general agency and effects of these twé 
powers.—Lecture 3, On optics; explain 
ing the nature and laws of light, with the 
theory of colours, &¢.— Lecture 4, On op- 
tics; the effects produced by the reflec. 
tion and refraction of light ; showing their 
operation in the phenomena of nature, and 
their practical application in many of the 
arts and sciences.—Leciure 5, On electri- 
city.—Lecture 6, Galvanic electricity.— 
Tecture 7, Hydrostatics and Hydraulics, 
—Lecture 8, Pneumatics.— Lectures 9, 10, 
11, and 12, Astronomy. 

In explaining this arrangement, the lec- 
turer in conclusion remarks, that “ by the 
whole, it is hoped to enlarge and elucidate 
our ideas of the power, the wisdom, and 
goodness of the Supreme Author of our 
being, and lead ‘ through nature up to 
nature’s God.’ ” 

It is understood that this course of lec- 
tures is patronized by the bishop and 
clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this city. The subscription for the 
whole course is six dollars. A paper is 
left at the office of the Christian Journal, 
No. 99 Pearl-street, for signatures. 


Calendar for February, 1827. 


2. Purification of the Virgin Mary. 
4. Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 
11. Septuagesima Sunday. 
18, Sexagesima Sunday. 
24 St. Matthias. 
25. Quinquagesima Sunday. 
28. Ash-Wednesday. 


Ecclesiastical Meeting in February, 1827. 
14. South-Carolina Convention meets. 
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